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Why we must measure national harmony

By Daniel Bell
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The ideal is as universal as freedom, fairness, and happiness,
writes Daniel Bell

group of prominent Chinese liberals, Confucians, socialists, and Christians
A recently met in Oxford to endorse a set of values meant to guide China’s future
development. It included familiar values such as fairness and justice but it also
endorsed a famous line from the Analects of Confueius about the importance of
“harmony”.

That word — harmony — can be misleading in English because it hints at uniformity.
In Chinese, it implies both peaceful order and respect for diversity. Every Chinese
intellectual knows the Confucian sayving that exemplary persons should value
harmony but not uniformity.

In fact, the contrast between harmony and uniformity
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Table 1 Chinese discourse on llﬂ"""t‘l"ii"_ M_MW
. e s istics
Criteria New Leftism b :';_’/,c——-’——-—_——__-
. i Junru, Yu meg
Z " Wang Hui Li Shenzhi, Liu Junning. Mso L1
Cul Zhiyoan, Wang Hul, o i
Wang Shaoguan, : Y""“l PR, Deng Xiaoping's Theory
Theoretical Neo-Marxism/Maoism Classical 1
roots dependency theory I racy Intra-party W‘? the
Checks and Mass movement ('n".ululum"“d 1 Age and term ‘.‘m" a6
balances Grand democracy Independent J‘ndwfu?elec!wn top leadership
(Maoist daminzhu, me‘mv:‘! assembly and Deliberative
exercised during the FM::;‘“
Cultural Revolution) ¥ fazhi)
: i Rule by law (/&
Rule of law China can and should Constitutionalism, lr Party including
establish rule of law sho_ul:i w:‘:u“;'n‘ il decision making and
i stern style actvitics ing the four
e bounds o the law and the - BEECCC s of
knowledge,
expression, and
supervision
Party system  Criticizes the direction of the ~Multi-party competition but 0“5;?" - d‘c'mmm" s
Communist Party and YOI SNEOWNE M ihe CCP rather than
argues that China has opposition parties Y i
moved away from the path -party
under Mao
Emphasis Collective interests/national  Individual rights Good Governaies.
interests Freedom of speech Supremacy of public interest
Freedom of assembly Incremental political reform
Attitude toward Negative Embrace it as China’s future  Not suitable for China
liberal political system
democracy p

Representation/ Mass participation
deliberation

Participation  All have an equal say in the
decisions that affect their
lives

Representative democracy ~ Democratic centralism

Indirect election

Source: Compiled by author.
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