


The Indian Caste System
Pre-Colonialism

Brahma and the origins of caste

> Brahmins—mainly teachers
and intellectuals (Brahma's

Brahmins head)
priests & teachers
__ > Kshatriyas- the soldiers
(| Kshatrves and rulers (Brahma’s arms)

> Vaishyas—traders,

V?:shva? e merchants (Thlg hS)

merchants ;.
» Shudras—unskilled

pleseiod laborers (Brahma's feet and

did all the menial jobs)
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Presentation Notes
3000 year old social stratification system; main groupings, or varnas, emerge from a primordial being--Rigid hierarchical groups based on karma (work) and dharma (the Hindi word for religion, but here it means duty)


https://youtu.be/Oh_xvKLhZHg?t=73
https://youtu.be/Oh_xvKLhZHg?t=73

Dalits—those outside of the caste
system and those in the lowest
caste, who, historically, engaged in

> “taking life for a living, a category
that included, for example,
fishermen,

> killing or disposing of dead cattle
or working with their hides for a
living,

> pursuing activities that brought the
participant into contact with
emissions of the human body, such
as feces, urine, sweat, and spittle, a
category that included such
occupational groups as sweepers
and washermen, and

> eating the flesh of cattle or of
domestic pigs and chickens”
(““Untouchables™)
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“Untouchable.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 

https://youtu.be/NUaFQeUIc1o

Until 1949, the untouchables were
formally and legally

> restricted from entering many
temples and schools

> forced into segregated
housing/water wells

> restricted from participating in
....aspects of public life

> restricted from certain career
fields

> forbidden from moving to a
different caste (upward
mobility)

> forbidden from inter-caste
marriages
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(Ministry of Women and Child Development and Human Rights Watch)
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International Journal of English Language, Literature, and Humanities, Volume IV, Issue II, Febr. 2016.
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Gayatri Spivak “Can the Subaltern Speak?”







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybgnSEx_-SA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voYE_nhX6lI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTpBDnSUSZ8
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