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• Basic Distinctions between USA and India: In one of our first meetings last semester, I took note of our safety 
and health needs, which include wearing masks due to pollution and avoiding the water and street food. We 
also discussed the burning rubber smell in one of the cities we plan to visit.

• “Inhaling tiny air pollutants reduces the life expectancy of Indians by an average of 3.4 years, with Delhi 
residents losing 6.3 years, the most of all states, according to a new study by the Indian Institute of Tropical 
Meteorology” (Agarwal).

• Dr. Rai acknowledged the extreme poverty vs. extreme wealth. 
• Biotechnology is a booming industry in India, yet close to “2 million children under the age of five die every 

year from preventable illness” (John Pilger, The Guardian)
• Government intervention in the caste system has provided new opportunities for discriminated communities 

but also heightened the desire to keep stratification alive. 
• Our colleague, Cinder Cooper-Barnes, drew attention to Gandhi as a proponent of non-violent civil 

disobedience, but he was also known for holding racist views of black Africans. 
• Bombay [Mumbai] “is the centre for most of India’s foreign trade, global financial dealing and personal wealth. 

Yet at low tide on the Mithi river, people are forced to defecate in ditches, by the roadside” (John Pilger, The 
Guardian). 
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