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· The Evolution of Critical Literacy at Montgomery College
People learn a lot when they try to situate themselves in time.  Dr. Francine Jamin and Prof. Marcia Bronstein discovered themes and patterns they hadn't previously been aware of when they were asked to write a chapter for a collection of essays, Critical Thinking:  Unfinished Business, on the current state of Critical Thinking programs at the community college.

It all started when Christine McMahon, Professor Emerita of English and founding Critical Literacy coordinator at Montgomery College, was hired as guest editor for an upcoming ERIC monograph in the New Directions for Community Colleges series.   The essay collection was to be published by Jossey-Bass.

Chris asked Francine and Marcia to contribute an article on the present state of critical thinking at Montgomery College.  As the editor explained, some articles in the collection would address new directions in critical thinking (second generation).  Others would be case studies of programs, discussing accomplishments and problems that have arisen and been solved. The audience would include community college administrators and faculty. This was, in fact, a follow-up to the 1992 volume Critical Thinking:  Educational Imperative that had been a bestseller in the series.

For Francine and Marcia, the composition of this article involved a journey backward over more than a decade.  It involved surveying the origins of the Montgomery College Critical Literacy program in the Writing Across the Curriculum initiative headed by Professor Emerita Barbara Stout and subsequent training seminars at Oakton Community College (Des Plaines, IL).  The retrospective progressed through the years of the faculty development seminars and the Cherry Blossom conferences.  It then explored the various cycles and achievements of Community Conversations.  Coming up to the present, the study places Montgomery College's Critical Literacy program under the commodious umbrella of the Paul Peck Institute for American Culture and Civic Engagement.  It considers the Institute’s Jefferson Cafe® program as an exercise in critical dialogue and tries to envision a future in which critical thinking finds a natural link with civic engagement.

"The Evolution of Critical Literacy at Montgomery College," the retrospective and prospective essay that Francine and Marcia ultimately submitted, was chosen to be the concluding chapter in the volume.  A reviewer commented, "It made me feel optimistic."  The book was published in the summer of 2005.
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