MONTGOMERY COLLEGE
Office of the Vice President and Provost
Rockville Campus

January 4, 2012

MEMORANDUM

To:		Rockville Campus Faculty and Staff

From:		Judy E. Ackerman, Vice President and Provost

Subject:	Spring 2012 Professional Week

Happy New Year!  It’s hard to believe that 2012, a leap year, is here.  I hope that you enjoyed the special time that the end of December brings with many different holidays and traditions in addition to well deserved time to spend with family and friends.  With winter session and spring registration underway, some faculty are back at work on campus or virtually, joining staff and administrators who returned from winter break this week. On January 5 and 6 the college and the campus are hosting the 22nd annual Association of Faculties for the Advancement of Community College Teaching (AFACCT) conference.  Special thanks go to Professor Bill Coe who serves as the Rockville campus AFACCT representative who has coordinated the logistics of this wonderful faculty driven conference.   Montgomery College faculty are well represented among the presenters with almost 30 of them presenting. 

This semester’s professional week is brief.  It starts on Tuesday, January 17, 2012 when full-time faculty return for the spring semester for the Collegewide Opening meeting.  It will be held in the Cultural Arts Center at the Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus.  Beverages will be offered at 8:30 a.m. followed by the meeting at 9:00 a.m.  The agenda for the day can be found at http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/cpod/prof_week/index.html.

The Rockville Campus Opening meeting for faculty and staff will be held on Wednesday, January 18 in the Robert E. Parilla Performing Arts Center, beginning with coffee and tea at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting, co-hosted by the Rockville Faculty Council, will start at 10:00 a.m.  It will include a presentation on a growing population on our campuses as well as campuses around the country, student veterans.  We will show a video produced by Dr. Esther Schwartz-McKinzie, In Their Own Words, Montgomery College Student Veterans, and follow it with a question and answer session with Dr. Christopher Buser, Clinical Director, Post-Deployment Health Reintegration Program at the Maryland VA Medical Center. That afternoon, area and departmental meetings will take place, and the Rockville Part-time Faculty Information Session will be held from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Here’s a link to all of the activities scheduled at the Rockville Campus during professional week http://calendar.montgomerycollege.edu/rss/rockville.php  Please note that classes begin on Monday, January 23, 2011.

Although it may have appeared as if there was a respite from building construction this fall, work was underway in Science East to remove asbestos in preparation for the planned major renovation work.  Construction will be starting soon on this two-year project and along with construction comes a new construction zone and a reduction in parking spaces in parking lot 11 (in front of CB).  In order to compensate for the reduction in faculty and staff parking spaces in lot 11, lot 4 (behind Campus Center) will be designated Faculty/staff parking only.  Students will be able to park in the new parking lot on the site of the former tennis courts.

If you like to be in the know about whether or not the campus is open or closed when the weather is nasty, it’s time to sign up for Montgomery College ALERT https://alert.montgomerycountymd.gov/register.php.  This is one of the tools that the college uses to communicate about closures, delayed openings or campus emergency situations.  Please encourage your students to sign up too.

There will continue to be change here at Montgomery College and I urge you to stay informed about what is happening and to participate in the discussions.  Thank you for your professionalism, dedication and resilience in the face of change and sometimes challenges.  A big thank you for your support of our mission and our students.

I look forward to seeing you the week of January 17.

JEA:jm

