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_______________, a student with a disability, has enrolled in your class for the Summer 2002 semester.  We are providing you with the following information to help you in working with this student.

Description of Disability:
This student is 1) deaf 2) hard of hearing and has additional disabilities that at times may affect communication.  This student can speech read.  Face the student when talking; do not cover your mouth while talking and do not exaggerate your speech.  This student’s speech is affected by the hearing loss.  If you do not understand the student’s speech, ask the student to repeat, write it down or request assistance from the interpreter.

The following accommodations are necessary based on the documentation the student provided this office.

Accommodations:
This student will be using the services of a sign language interpreter.  Please speak directly to the student when using the interpreter, addressing the student as “you” rather than asking the interpreter to convey information to the student.  

This student will be using an interpreter who will be mouthing words orally to facilitate speech reading.  Frequently, you will be able to communicate one to one with the student without using the oral interpreter; however, the interpreter is necessary in group situations where the student cannot follow the discussion by speech reading.  

The interpreter will not be able to participate in classroom activities in any way other than as a channel for communication between you, the deaf student, and the other students in the class.  The interpreter is not the student’s tutor or counselor.  The interpreter may assist you with information about communication issues; for example, the interpreter may request certain seating arrangements to facilitate a clear view for the student, or may ask you to speak more slowly or spell words.  If you have questions regarding the student’s progress or about deafness in general, please ask the student directly or contact a DSS counselor at x5058.  

This student will be using C-Print Captioning, a Speech-to-Print summary transcription system that uses two laptop computers, or a laptop and a video monitor to display the content of a lecture, discussion, or presentation as it is keyed in by a C-Print Captionist.  C-Print is not a word-for-word document.  The captionist uses summarization techniques along with abbreviation software to capture as much of the spoken meaning as possible.  Please speak at a reasonable rate of speed, not covering the mouth when speaking, and making sure only one person is speaking at a time.  This will enable the captionist to work effectively.

This student will usually sit in the front of the room to be sure to see you and to maximize the use of residual hearing.  Positioning is crucial, as the student uses all available visual data as compensation for the hearing loss.  Use your normal tone, volume, and vocabulary.  If you can remember, slow down a little.  Try not to look away during conversations.  Do not talk while you write on the chalkboard.  Try to repeat questions asked by other students since these are the most difficult for the student to hear.

If you are planning to use video taped materials, please order tapes that are closed or open captioned.  Please request equipment that will display closed captioning (see the “CC” on the cassette), or request a closed captioning decoder from IT with the VCR.  If neither is available, please advise your interpreter in advance and arrange for adequate lighting, so the materials may be interpreted as they are shown.

This student would benefit greatly from the services of a notetaker.  A good notetaker or set of notes is the primary key to student success.  A notetaker is one or two other students enrolled in the course who will voluntarily take notes.  The student will provide special carbon‑treated notetaker paper that is available from the DSS office.  The student may ask your assistance in finding a classmate who would volunteer to provide a copy of lecture notes.  In addition, it would be very helpful to distribute any class handouts and/or copies of overheads ahead of time to the student and interpreter.  Your lecture notes, if available, may also facilitate the student’s understanding of the class material.  Please make notetaker arrangements during the first day of class.  Notes are vital to the success of deaf and hard of hearing students.
Using an adaptive listening device will enable this student to hear your voice (some devices also pick up classroom questions) without background interference.  The student will ask you to wear a lapel microphone and a wireless transmitter. The student will turn it on and give it to you at the beginning of class.  At the end of the class, the student will retrieve the device from you.  It is extremely helpful if you repeat questions asked from the class so the student can hear them from your transmitter. 

This student has been offered the opportunity to use an adaptive listening device that enables the student to hear your voice (some devices also pick up classroom questions) without background interference. The student may ask you to wear a lapel microphone and a wireless transmitter. The student will turn it on and give it to you to wear at the beginning of class.  At the end of the class, the student will retrieve the device from you.  It is extremely helpful if you repeat questions asked from the class so the student can hear them from your transmitter. If the student is not using this device and is having difficulty hearing in your class, you may want to discuss this with the student.

When a student who is deaf takes a technical course using a sign language interpreter, logistical problems often occur.  Should the student watch the computer monitor, the interpreter, the overhead screen, or the instructor?  Generally the interpreter has some lag time, so the student is slightly behind the class in performing functions on the computer.  Additionally, s/he can only do one thing at a time due to the sensory limitations of deafness.  Interpreters, students and instructors sometimes must consult to find ways to make the most of classroom time.

This student will need double time for completing examinations.   Double time is the maximum extension unless the DSS counselor gives prior approval.  This accommodation will be provided in the Assessment Center (CC14).  This student will need to have an interpreter present to sign instructions and questions on exams and quizzes. The student needs to notify the instructor at least two days in advance of a test/exam or there may not be enough time to arrange for the accommodation.
This student may require specialized equipment including the use of a computer to complete examinations.  This service will be provided in the Assessment Center (CC14). Please follow Policies and Procedures of the Assessment Center (CC14) for exams taken in the facility.

English:

This student’s first language is American Sign Language, ______.  This student is native born.  This student is from          .

This student has limitations with English usage.  Deafness can cause problems with structure, grammar, syntax, context, and written expression of thoughts and concepts in English.

Due to the nature of language acquisition among deaf people, placement in ESOL courses may be more appropriate than courses for native speakers.  This student was assessed using the following instruments: Michigan, Accuplacer, and a writing sample.  The placement was discussed with the AELP Placement Committee.

For in‑class/impromptu writing, accommodations include extended time.  The student will make necessary arrangements with the Assessment Center (CC14).

Poor spelling, a manifestation of the hearing loss, may negatively affect this student’s writing.  Mastery of information, rather than ability to spell correctly, should be considered when grading.  Encourage this student to use a dictionary, or a computer software program with a spell checker.

For practicing and taking the English Competency Essay Assessment and Exit Exams, please contact Janet Merrick, x5061, to arrange for accommodations.

Please meet with your student to discuss the accommodations requested.  You may use an interpreter to facilitate communication with the student during your office hours.  Often your classroom interpreter can schedule this time with you; if not, the student may request this service through the DSS office.  For field trips and other required activities outside of class time, the student will need to make written request from the DSS office at least 2 weeks before the event.  

All students must adhere to the Montgomery College Code of Conduct.  A copy is available at http://www.mc.cc.md.us/Departments/stdactrv/code.html and in the Student Handbook.

If you have any questions related to the student's academic performance, please feel free to call, Joan Gough on x5054, Sue Hassan on x5087, Rose Sachs on x5077, or Janet Merrick on x5061.

C:\instrltr\deaf

