Critical Reading on the World Wide Web
College Reading Lab Assignments

Introduction

RD 095, RD 099 and RD 103 include a lab requirement that each student must complete.  Critical Reading on the World Wide Web will be used to satisfy your lab requirement.  The lab consists of individual reading assignments that are due throughout the semester and possibly a final project (see your class schedule for due dates). 

For these assignments, you will be critically reading and analyzing Web pages. You must apply what you are learning from the textbook and in class to determine whether particular Web sites meet the criteria of quality (are appropriate for academic use).  During the semester, your class will spend time discussing the specific criteria for the evaluation of quality of each online article.  Then you will use each criterion along with other reading skills discussed in class to make determinations regarding these Web pages.

Your primary resource for the lab assignments is the Reading Resource Web site located at:

http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/enreadtp/Reading_Resources.htm. This can be accessed from any computer with an online connection to the World Wide Web.
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On this site you will find not only the criteria for the analyses but also the lab assignments and links to all the pages you will be assessing. Your professor will not be giving you copies of the assignments in class; you will take them off the Web site (see below for instructions) and complete them. 
This lab work is an important component of the course; it encompasses many aspects of the course and brings them together in each lab project. You should complete the lab assignments with careful thought and explanation. Be sure to support any opinions you offer with clear logical responses (based on the Web analysis criteria and topics from the text) written in paragraph form. 
Getting Started
Start by going to the Reading Resource page (see URL above). Scroll down to the section entitled “Critical Reading on the World Wide Web.”  From there you will find the criteria to be used for analyzing Web sites, and the individual lab assignments.  Each lab assignment indicates which article (taken from an actual Web site) you should print out for analysis.
Lab Assignments
The lab assignments are numbered with Roman numerals.  When you click on the assignment you want to work on, the lab assignment will open on your computer in Word format. You must download it onto your disk before you try to type in your answers. 

Writing Style

At minimum, answer all questions with complete sentences. When you are asked to answer with a paragraph, write a complete paragraph (remember your writing classes!) in which you state your main idea and support it using information you have learned in class and from your readings—you must apply what you are learning in class in order to satisfactorily complete these assignments. Use your own words—don’t copy from Web sites or any other source. Remember this is a college level class, so your work should reflect this. Remember to type all your work.
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