Paraphrasing

What is paraphrasing?
Paraphrasing is when you take someone else’s ideas and put them into your own words. This can be done for a sentence, a paragraph, or a longer passage. For example, let’s say you read the following sentence: “There are many occasions when being able to paraphrase is necessary.” To paraphrase, you want to include the main idea of the sentence without using the author’s own words. So an accurate paraphrase of that sentence could be, “Often paraphrasing is essential.” Believe it or not, usually it is more difficult to paraphrase a single sentence than a paragraph or long passage. 

How do you paraphrase?

To paraphrase, you take the author’s main idea(s) and the most important details of the sentence, paragraph, or passage and write them using your own words. Most importantly you want to be accurate, to convey the exact same ideas that the author has written. Do not include any of your own thoughts or ideas and do not omit anything important when paraphrasing. Remember, you are simply restating exactly what the author said using different words without commenting or adding anything.

Why is it important?

Paraphrasing is important for several reasons. First of all, if you can paraphrase something you have read, it means that you truly understand what the author has said. For your academic classes, you want the professor to know that you understand what you are writing about without having to resort to quoting the author’s own words (it is easy to quote without understanding). Secondly, if you can paraphrase accurately, you will not run into problems with plagiarism (using someone else’s words and ideas without giving credit to that person. It is a form of stealing). Plagiarism is a serious offense, particularly in the academic world. And even when paraphrasing, you have to state whose ideas you are using (otherwise you are still stealing the author’s ideas; you have simply stolen the ideas but not used the exact words themselves). Finally, paraphrasing will help you develop your own vocabulary. You are forced to find/learn new words in order to accurately convey the author’s ideas. And a bigger vocabulary is good for everyone.

Example of Paraphrasing

Original Text

It has long been known that Cairo is the most populous city on earth, but no one knew exactly how populous it was until last month.

Paraphrase

Although Cairo has been the world's most heavily populated city for many years, the precise population was not known until four weeks ago.
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