                                                        Common Theme Meeting Minutes
                                                 Common Theme 2009-2010: Peace & Justice
                                                  Monday, May 4, 2009, 3:30-4:30 PM, SA120
In attendance:   Kris Borcherding, Sally McClean, Diane Cockrell, Tyra Goodgain, Jennifer Haydel, Nancy Nyland, Christy Partlow,  
	The meeting was chaired by Diane Cockrell.  Committee members will take turns chairing the meeting and taking the minutes.  Diane asked that the committee review the minutes of the meeting of April 27, 2009.
Updates on meetings with other departments.  Committee members met with the Humanities Dept. at Germantown on Monday prior to the Common Theme meeting.  Members who are counselors brought the idea for a Common Theme to Counseling meetings.  Two members met with the Faculty Council.
Future contacts.   Tyra and Debbie will meet with DS and counselors in future Counseling meetings.  Kris and Jennifer will contact the Sciences Departments in Germantown.  Several members of the committee are attending the Global Peace & Justice Studies meeting on Friday afternoon, May 8, in Rockville.  Committee members could make short announcements about the program at the three campus closing meetings and the Collegewide closing meeting.  Diane will be tying it in with the library’s program for the International Students, “Coming Together @ the Library.”  
	The committee is also working with the Office of Student Life.  The committee can also co-ordinate with other groups planning events for Women’s History Month, Black History Month, Arab History Month, Asian Pacific Heritage month, and tie in the theme of peace & justice.  Tyra and Debbie will work with student groups starting in the fall.
	Print/Non print resources.  One book that has been suggested is Outcasts United: A Refugee Team, an American Town by Warren St. John.  There is a review of this book by Steven V. Roberts in the Washington Post on April 19, 2009, page B.1 .  The counselors would need to know the reading assessment level of the book to use it in DS classes.  The One Maryland, One Book program will not fit in with the common theme this year.  That book is Song Yet Sung by James McBride, a novel.  The committee will ask for suggestions for other books and films from faculty.
	Internet site.  The Global Peace & Justice Studies  (GPJS) program will be hosting the Common Theme of “Peace & Justice” on their Web site at http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/peacestudies.  This is a shorter URL for the location http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/gpjs, which also works.  The library has a library guide, or “libguide” (that's the name of the software), at http://libguides.montgomerycollege.edu/peacestudies.  The “Library” page on the Web site points to the libguide.
		Faculty want a place where they can exchange ideas.  Tulin Levitas has already submitted syllabi for two courses, which are posted on the Web site.  The Committee may want to post their minutes on the Web site.  The other Web site project that Nancy and Christy are currently working on is a discussion board for students.
Other resources .  Sally McClean knows of a speaker who is willing to come and speak on immigration-related topics:  Jonathon Smith, the Director of Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.  You can view their Web site at http://www.cliniclegal.org
Old  Business.  Tyra compiled a comprehensive list of criteria for learning outcomes, such as intellectual engagement, service learning, diverse perspectives, civic responsibility, etc.  The committee suggested adding “fostering interdisciplinary collaboration.”  The committee will need to determine what their assessment tools are going to be.
New Business.  Christy and Mike Eckert from GPJS are putting together a CTL workshop for professors to help those who want to include this theme in a syllabus.  Writing in the Disciplines has a model that could work for the peace & justice initiative: a CTL course with a discussion forum as part of a MyMC group, which the faculty can take for professional development credit.
 	 Next meeting:   Most members cannot attend next week, Monday, May 11.  Committee members will check their calendars for availability on Monday, May 18th, and Diane will send out an e-mail to confirm the date and time of the next meeting.
Meeting adjourned  4:45 p.m.


