                                                        Common Theme Meeting Minutes
                                                 Common Theme 2009-2010: Peace & Justice
                                                  Monday, May 18, 2009, 3:00-4:30 PM, SA120
In attendance:   Kris Borcherding, Diane Cockrell, Tyra Goodgain, Jennifer Haydel, Christy Partlow,  Jennifer Haydel, Carla Naranjo
	The meeting was chaired by Tyra Goodgain and minutes were taken by Kris Borcherding.  Committee members will take turns chairing the meeting and taking the minutes.  Tyra asked that the committee review the minutes of the meeting of May 4, 2009.
Individual Reports and Updates (outreach efforts).  Diane Cockrell met with Ada Garcia-Casellas to involve the International students and club in the Common Theme (CT) and the library grant, Coming Together at the Library.  They discussed different ways for students to get involved through International Club events, book club/reading group.  Ada expressed interest in the CT and becoming part of the organizing team.  
Christy Partlow met with the Peace and Justice Collegewide Committee on May 8 (Nancy Nyland is the webmaster for that group).  The PJ Committee reported the following upcoming events: CTL workshop to be offered in August for faculty interested in infusing P and J into their curriculum; Sept. 21 International Peace Day:  May 30 Peace Action Montgomery meeting at Rockville UUC at 11:30; June 19 Women’s Studies Program – Peace by Peace Colloquium.  Also, asked CT Team to encourage faculty to submit syllabi to be posted on P and J website as resource for other interested faculty.  Online discussion board will be available through the P and J website.  Nancy Nyland and Christy are working on that.  Christy reported that an announcement regarding the CT will be made on Wednesday at the MC Collegewide closing meeting in Rockville.  A flier has been developed to be provided to faculty at this meeting and will be sent to Tyra for distribution here at GT if interested.  Conflict Resolution Workshop being scheduled for each campus, to be attended by interested students, faculty, etc.  Proposed date for GT meeting is Tuesday, October 27 from 1 to 2 p.m.  DS 107 group meeting will discuss and determine if date will fit schedule.  Tyra will get back to Christy on that issue.
Tyra Goodgain reported upcoming meeting (5/21) with DS 107 instructors.  Announcement will be made regarding CT and possible service activity.  CT was discussed at last week’s meeting of Counseling and Advising.
Kris Borcherding advised group about possible service events related to the CT.  She is working with Tyra to develop several options for the DS 107 students, possibly including the Manna Food Smart Sacks program as well as something off-campus.  Issues concern time commitment and student involvement in selection of projects.  Kris also met with John Hamman regarding the end of the year meeting at GT.  John will make an announcement to the faculty regarding the CT.  The CT Team recommended that he include the following:  info on CT (changes every year) and website, Smithsonian fellows, CTL workshop, Collaboration with P and J Committee, Library resources and money for resources, CT Team members and faculty contact person.  Jennifer Haydel volunteered to serve as faculty contact person for the CT Team at GT.
Jennifer Haydel reported on meeting with John Hamman and Kris Lui, representatives of faculty for Math and Science Depts.  They were enthusiastic about the CT and will take information back to the Department and Division meetings this week.  The following issues were identified: interest in CT but also want more information on how to include in curriculums such as physics; suggested having academic brown bag sessions – Kris Lui had recommendation for topic, there is a faculty committee already set up within the faculty council to arrange academic talks; requested faculty liaison for CT; questioned need for Facebook page for students re CT.  (Christy said that students are encouraged to use the online discussion board of the centralized website.)
Resources.  Diane reported that $4000 will be allocated to MC-G for developing/purchasing CT resources.  Print and non-print materials can be requested by faculty with orders being made after July 1, 2009.  Diane will send out an announcement to faculty and an announcement will be made at the end of the year meeting.  The library will have a designated area for P and J materials to be housed.  LCD screen outside library will be available to advertise events. Kris added that Student Life can also use LCD screens in campus buildings for that purpose.
Next Steps (Committee Goals).	CT Team had a general discussion for how to proceed with new business.  Six possible topics/groups were identified: faculty liaison, student liaison (2 students – FYE ambassador and Senate Rep.), Administration liaison, marketing, and programming.  Discussed funding and question of money that might be available from three campus Deans.  Diane suggested that a campus calendar of events (from student life) would be helpful in knowing when to arrange particular programs.  General discussion of continuing with MC-G Film Series and connecting it to CT, arranging presentations with student panels and faculty presenters.  Also, add Christina Devlin to receive CT Team updates.  She would like to get involved in upcoming meetings.
Next meeting:   CT Team members decided on June 8, Monday at 1:00 pm for the next meeting.  Kris Borcherding volunteered to chair the meeting and will send out an email announcement to the members.
Meeting adjourned 4:25 p.m.


