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Description


This course will introduce the students to the concept of forgiveness and its relationship to the concept of justice by examining the work that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission has done in South Africa.  In their examination of this work students will explore the sources of the concept of forgiveness in its Judao-Christian roots as well in its South African roots of Ubuntu.  Additionally, students will investigate the question of whether the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission has indeed led to the achievement of justice.  In order to address this question, students will have to identify the necessary and sufficient conditions entailed within the different concepts of justice.  To this end they will be investigating philosophic literature defining and analyzing different concepts of justice and to what extent the concept of justice is related to the concepts of amnesty and accountability.  Different branches of philosophy such as epistemology, ethics, political philosophy, and the philosophy of religion will weigh in for the purposes of conceptual analysis.
Objectives of the Course

1. To learn about the work that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission did and to critically evaluate that work.

2. To assess the role that forgiveness and amnesty played in establishing democracy peacefully in South Africa.

3. To determine whether forgiveness does bring about justice, healing, and dignity to victims of oppression.

4. To ascertain whether the South African model of forgiveness and amnesty can be adopted to end other cases of racial, ethnic, religious, or gender oppression.

5. To identify what the necessary and sufficient conditions for peace are.

Required Texts

Dalai Lama and Chan, Victor, The Wisdom of Forgiveness,  Riverbend Books, New York, 2004.
Ghandhi, Mohandas, Essential Writings, Orbis Books, Maryknoll, New York, 2002.

Gobodo-Madikizela, Pumla, A Human Being Died that Night, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, New York, 2003.

Kramer, Kenneth, “The Taoist Way” in World Scriptures, Paulist Press, New York, Mahwah, 1986.

Requirements

1. 3.2 or higher GPA.

2. B or A in EN 101 or 101A.

3. 12 or more academic credits at Montgomery College.

Expectations

· Honors students are expected to produce a minimum of 30 pages (7500 words) of written work.

· Students will be assigned three current events news projects having to do with cases of oppression and the response to it.

The current events news project is an assignment designed to keep students informed and up to date with current cases of oppression.  Each news story will be submitted to the instructor with a brief summary and thoughtful response prepared by the student.  For the purpose of this assignment, articles, reviews, reports, and editorials all qualify as “news stories.”  These stories would be from daily or weekly print or on-line sources.

Directions

For these assignments, students would:

1. Clip or print out an original article describing a specific case of oppression.

2. Write a brief summary of the article.

3. Write a thoughtful response to the story, which should be at least one typed page.  The response should show that the student has considered the impact, meaning, or possible reasons for or effects of one or more major aspects of the issues discussed in the story.  The student should also provide some personal reactions in the response; these could be fully discussed throughout the response or provided in the conclusion as means of summing up.  Of course, in the personal responses, students should delve into the reasons for their reactions.

· Students will be asked to produce four to five journal entries expressing their reactions to the reading material.

In these journal entries, students will be summarizing the reading assignments as well as critically analyzing and evaluating the reading material.
· Students will be asked to write a research paper exploring the concept of forgiveness philosophically and its application as a method to resolve situations of oppression and conflict.

For the purposes of this paper, students should explore the database of the literature written on the concept of forgiveness and justice.  The paper ought to reflect the student’s critical analysis and evaluation of the material under consideration.  These papers need to demonstrate scholarly work so that they could be presented at the Honors Colloquium and/or the Beacon Conference, which takes place annually.
· Students will make copies of their papers for each other.

· Students will be evaluated on the basis of their participation in class discussions, and their written work.

Additional Resources

Berger, Dellen (editor), South Africa Yearbook: 2003-04, Government Communications, Pretoria.

Biggar, Nigel, Burying the Past:  Making Peace and Justice After Civil Conflict, Georgetown University Press, Washington, DC, 2003.

Holland, Heidi, African Magic:  Traditional Ideas That Heal a Continent, Viking, 2001.

Krog, Antijie, A Change of Tongue, Random House, Johannesburg, South Africa, 2003.

Krog, Antijie, Country of My Skull, 2nd Edition, Random House, Johannesburg, South Africa, 2002.

MacKinnon, Aran S., The Making of South Africa:  Culture and Politics, Prentice Hall, 2004.

Ramose, Mogobe B., African Philosophy Through Ubuntu, Monad Books, Avondale, Harare, 1999.

Ross, Robert, A Concise History of South Africa, Cambridge University Press, 1999.

Shutte, Augustine, Ubuntu:  An Ethic for a New South Africa, Chester Publications, South Africa, 2001.

Films

Forgiveness

A Reasonable Man

In My Country

DVD

Hope in Hell, Center for Conflict Resolution, University of Cape Town

Cry Freedom, produced by Richard Attenborough, based on the book, Biko: Asking for Trouble, by Donald Woods
Amandala: A Revolution in Four Part Harmony (2000)

Bill Moyer’s Journal, Interview with Desmond Tutu, Nov. 9, 2007 & Dec. 28, 2007

Long Night’s Journey into Day—South Africa’s Search for Truth and Reconciliation
Soldiers of Conscience, Luna Productions.
VHS

Cry the Beloved Country, from the novel with screenplay by Alan Paten, 1957.
Facing the Truth with Bill Moyers, PBS, Films for the Humanities and Sciences, 1998
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