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The author, Ishmael Beah, has turned his agonizing experience into a book, A Long Way Gone, which throws a public spotlight on the horrific practice of using children as soldiers. This article, published by The New York Times Magazine, is adapted from the book.  Here are some questions to consider: 

1)  Questions About Content:
a) When Beah first arrived at the army base, he thought he had found a safe haven.  Instead, he was forced to fight in the civil war.  Over time, he changed from a terrified 13-year-old into an efficient and merciless soldier capable of inflicting great pain on prisoners before killing them: "I shot them in their shins for an entire day before finally deciding to shoot them in the head so that they would stop crying." What contributed to Beah's transformation into a killer?   List all the factors mentioned in the article.  
b) Once taken from the front, Beah and his fellow child soldiers had to endure more agony before they were ready to become part of civilian life again.  Starting with "Taken From the Front" through the rest of the article, Beah describes his transformation back to normal life.  What changes did he undergo throughout this period?  What role did Esther play in his transformation? 

c) “None of what happened was your fault," Esther told Beah. "You were just a little boy..."  Do you agree with her assessment?  Is Beah responsible for any of the atrocities he committed as a boy soldier? 

d) Beah wrote his book to bring public attention to the plight of children forced to become soldiers.  Can you think of any other reasons he might have written this story?   

2)  Questions About Writing Strategy
e)  Beah used a very effective combination of summary and scene.  Identify parts of the story where he used each technique.
f)  What does Beah’s two paragraph introduction accomplish?
g) Beah’s story is primarily a chronological account of what happened.  Where did he depart from that format to use a flashback technique?
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