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Final Update:

Through the Make It Happen Innovation grant that I received in the Fall semester of 2009, the Peace and Justice Community had the opportunity to expose the Montgomery College community to the importance of focusing on peace and justice by sponsoring a number of significant and inspiring events.
The Fall semester started with a celebration of International Peace Day, beginning with a presentation by Kathleen Guinan, co-founder of the Community for Creative Non-Violence.  This event was attended by many classes, and the faculty gave their students assigments related to non-violence.  There were many other activities on all three Montgomery College campuses, such as One-Goal soccer games, co-sponsored by Student Life, the goal being to achieve global peace and justice, a bandana art project where students made bandanas for women working on farms and who are subject to violent attacks from time to time.  There was also a drumming circle focusing on peace.  The week of September 21st ended with a presentation by Paul Loeb, author and peace activist, to the faculty on how to teach peace.  In the evening, he had a presentation for the college community that was attended by faculty, staff, students, and members of the community, co-sponsored by MIHIG.
A culminating event at the Rockville campus in the Fall semester was a presentation by Zoya, a member of RAWA, the Revolutionary Association of Women from Afghanistan.  This event was co-sponsored by the Women's Studies Program and the Peace and Justice Community and it was attended by many students, faculty, and staff.  Again, many of the faculty gave their students assignments related to Zoya's presentation.  This event was an eye-opener for students, who learned about the level of violence that the Afghani people encounter each and every day.
In the Spring semester, the Peace and Justice Community invited Ralph Nader to address the college community on the Rockville campus, where we had an audience of about 300 people and where we learned how to be good citizens in our society.  This event was funded by MIHIG and the audience was so energized by Mr. Nader’s remarks that the questions would have gone on all afternoon if only we had the time to allow it.

The MIHIG co-sponsored the Arab-American Heritage Month and funded the opening event on April 7, 2010:  “Giving Peace a Voice: Enriching Minds, Engaging hearts and Transforming Communities.”  Congresswoman Donna Edwards delivered an inspiring keynote address that underlined the need to achieve peace in the Middle-East.  She was followed by the special guest speaker, Ms. Dalia Mogahed, the senior analyst and the executive director of the Gallup Center for Muslim Studies and a member of President Obama’s Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships.  This opening event ended with a jazz performance by Lena Selkaly and Samir Moulay, followed by a scrumptious lunch.  My MIHIG also provided the honorarium for Susan Muaddi Darrajj’s talk on April 21 on the topic of “Stereotypes (Internal and External): Selling the Image of the Arab Woman,” and finally in conjunction with the “Gathering,” I moderated the discussion following the viewing of the film, “Encounter Point,” which tells a true story about a grassroots movement among Israelis and Palestinians to bring about a peaceful resolution to the conflict between their two states.

Another MIHIG event together with the Peace and Justice Community brought Claudia Chiesi, producer of the film, “Sugar Babies,” to the Rockville Campus.  This film was about the human trafficking of Haitian people to the Dominican Republic to work as slaves in the sugar cane fields, with no expectations to leave those jobs.  Many classes attended this event and had assignments related to the social justice issues raised in the film.

The culminating event that MIHIG sponsored was the keynote address that journalist Amy Goodman, of “Democracy Now,” delivered at the MAWSA (Mid-Atlantic Women’s Studies Association) Conference at the Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus, which emphasized the importance of independent journalism in a democracy.

The MIHIG provided many stimulating and inspiring events for the Montgomery College community emphasizing the importance of living in a peaceful and just society that seems to have resonated throughout the Montgomery College community.  As stated above, the Arab-American Heritage Month adopted the theme of peace in its title: “Let’s Give Peace a Chance: Making a Change for a Better World.”  There seems to be a fundamental need to learn about peace and justice at Montgomery College.  Students have expressed their wish to have more academic courses focusing on peace and justice.  To that end, I developed an honors tutorial entitled “Concepts of Social Justice” and my colleague, Bill Soderberg, and I are developing an introductory course focusing on peace and justice.
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