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MONTGOMERY COLLEGE

Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus

Department of English, Reading, Foreign Languages, Philosophy, 

& the American English Language Program

HP251 CZ — Shakespeare, section 23565 — Fall 2009
[August 31 – November 23]
I.
Instructor Information 

             Dr. Francine Jamin
Pavilion 3, room 222

              240-567-1385        
francine.jamin@montgomerycollege.edu
II.    Catalogue Description

       HP 251:  Independent Study—Tutorial in the Humanities.  This tutorial emphasizes independent 
study in areas not listed among the credit courses in the humanities.  Appropriate faculty tutor 
individual students in specific studies:  e.g., philosophy, the problem of knowledge; literature, a 
comparative study of literary utopias; art, a project in oil painting; and language, Schiller and 
Goethe.  Students may repeat this course provided that each time it is taken, a different topic is 
covered.                                                                                                                 3 semester hours
III.   Course Description and Expectations

Welcome to HP251CZ, a 3-credit Shakespeare Honors class that counts as a humanities elective.  That makes it a special course:  one you have chosen to be in presumably because you enjoy reading, talking, thinking, and writing about literature.  The catalogue lists HP251 as an individual tutorial, but we all benefit from the interaction that a seminar format makes possible.
Here are some of the things we’ll be doing in this course:
· Reading a selection plays by William Shakespeare, with a special focus on the theme of crime, revenge, and forgiveness.  The plays are As You Like It, Hamlet,  and The Tempest
· Talking about the period in English history that they represent
· Considering defining features of the literary genres of comedy, tragedy, and tragicomic romance
· Reading essays by literary critics who have ideas about Shakespeare and drama in general
· Developing a set of literary critical terms that we can use consistently in speaking and writing

· Gaining familiarity with the language of Shakespeare (Early Modern English) through close reading of text
· Gaining some sense of how literature reflects, and also shapes, the beliefs and values of its age and cultural context

· Viewing the selected plays in performance on DVD

· When possible, attending local performances of plays by Shakespeare and contemporaries

· Focusing on the thematic linkage of this course to the collegewide Peace and Justice Studies initiative
I cannot emphasize too strongly how important your active participation in discussions will be to the success of this class.  This will be your course fully as much as mine.  I will generally begin class with a mini-lecture to present background information, but the dominant mode will be interactive.  
All students will be expected to do the reading for class faithfully—not just scanning the text but also taking time to think about the ideas expressed, to notice features of language and form, perhaps to relate themes to their own experience, to formulate questions—and to try to wrestle with some of them.  Especially at first when the language is unfamiliar, it may be necessary to read difficult passages several times.  All students will also be expected to turn in about two (2) pages of ungraded response writing at every class, starting with week 2.
For students taking the course for credit, there will be the following additional expectations:

· A paper of 3-5 pages on two of the three plays
· An independent project that will probably involve research on a topic to be decided in consultation with the instructor.

· An oral presentation for the HP251 class 
· An oral presentation for the Honors Colloquium in December
· Possible submission of this project to the Beacon Honors Conference
IV.   Specific Outcomes of Your Participation in This Course
By the end of this semester, you can expect have achieved some specific outcomes:

· Experience of reading closely three Shakespearean plays focusing on the theme of crime, revenge, and forgiveness
· Familiarity with Early Modern English

· Knowledge of the literary genres of tragedy, comedy, and epic
· Understanding of a set of widely useful literary critical terms
· Increased awareness of the historical and cultural context in which the plays were written
· Viewing of selected plays on DVD

· When possible, attending local performances of plays by Shakespeare and contemporaries

One outcome for which we are not striving is detailed knowledge of Shakespeare’s life or the controversy surrounding authorship of the plays.
V.    Required Texts

Our class texts are editions of the three plays we’ll be studying in the Folger Library Edition.  I am 
asking everyone to purchase and use these (relatively inexpensive) texts. 
VI.   Grading
· Auditors, of course, are exempt from course grading but still have some expectations to fulfill.  [See “Course Description and Expectations” above.]
· Students taking the course for Honors credit will be expected to fulfill the expectations described under “Course Description and Expectations” above.  Here is the formula I will use for calculating grades:
1/3 of grade  =   Attendance, punctuality, active participation in discussions
1/3 of grade  =   Weekly response journals and two (2) short papers on individual plays

1/3 of grade  =   Honors project, including in-class and Honors colloquium presentations 
VII.
Classroom Policies
A.  Attendance and Withdrawal from Class 

1. Since I believe strongly that everyone’s participation is vital to the success of this course, everyone is expected to attend class, on time, having completed the assignment and, thus, prepared for each day's classwork.  I adhere to the College policy which allows absences equivalent to one week of class without no required explanation.
2. “Excessive absence” is defined as one more absence than the number of classes per week.  (I am not, in general, interested in distinguishing between excused and unexcused absences.)  In cases of excessive absences, a student may be dropped from the class (resulting in a grade determined in accordance with regulation 9.645).  If an auditing student is dropped by the instructor, the grade of "W" will be recorded.

NOTE FOR CREDIT STUDENTS:  November 17 is the last day to drop a class and receive a grade of “W.”  If you stop attending class, be sure to withdraw officially, or you will receive an “F.” 

3.
Cell phones and pagers must be turned off before class.
B.
Audit Policy

Students may choose to audit a class at the time of your initial registration or may change to 
audit at any point prior to completion of 20% of the class (deadline: September 22).  
Faculty permission is not required to register for audit.  However, permission is required to 
change to audit after classes begin.
C.
Support Services  
The Reading/Writing/Language Center provides print materials, computer programs, and one-to-one tutoring for Montgomery College students on a walk-in basis to support reading, writing and language learning. You can sign in at the front desk for tutoring. For additional information, contact the Center Supervisor at 240-567-1554.

A student who may need an accommodation due to a disability should make an appointment to see me during my office hours.  A letter from Disability Support Services (DSS) authorizing your accommodation will be needed.  

D.
Cancellation of Classes 

In the event of a major snowstorm on a class day, you can find out whether the College is open by checking announcements on radio and TV.  You may also call my office number, 240-567-1385, after 8:00 am, for a recorded message telling whether our class will be meeting that day and what to do about assignments.

VIII.
Contact Information
I encourage you to talk with me about any matters relating to this course.  I will be available in my office (Pavilion 3, room 222) Mondays, 1:00-2:00 pm; Tuesdays, 11:30 - 12:30 pm; and at other times by appointment.  My office telephone number is 240-567-1385.  Leave a clear message on voice mail if I’m out, including your name and phone number.  Another good way to reach me is by using my e-mail address, francine.jamin@montgomerycollege.edu.  Be sure to cancel or postpone a scheduled appointment if you can't make it.  DON'T JUST FAIL TO SHOW UP.

MONTGOMERY COLLEGE

Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus

COLLEGE POLICY ON ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism means taking ideas from someone else and presenting them as your own.  The “someone” copied from may be the author of text in any medium, including books, newspapers, magazines, the Internet, radio or TV programs, CD or DVD inserts, etc.  The writer may also be the student sitting next to you in class during an exam or one who took this course last semester and is offering to give or sell a paper.  According to the Student Code of Conduct at Montgomery College
, unacknowledged copying of ideas is regarded as intellectual theft and dealt with severely.  Therefore, if you do copy an idea from someone else—for example, if you quote from the writings of Abraham Lincoln or George W. Bush or another student—you must acknowledge the source.  Ask for help if you are unsure.
SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF PLAGIARISM
1.
Class Assignments:  Each student is expected to present his/her own work.  All papers, 
examinations, and other assignments must be original, or explicit acknowledgement must 
be 
given for the use of another person's ideas or language.  

A.
Use of someone else’s language:  Language quoted directly from a source must be 


enclosed in quotation marks and followed by a proper reference to the quotation’s source.

B.
Use of someone else’s ideas:  When an idea is copied or paraphrased from a source, 
 the 

source must be properly acknowledged.



C.
False documentation:  Falsifying or inventing sources of page reference is also plagiarism.

Factual information that is part of "general knowledge" (for example, Washington was the first U.S. 
president, Annapolis is the capital of Maryland, etc.) need not be documented.  
2.
Cheating on Examinations
Students are expected to present their own work on examinations.  Examples of cheating include

A.
Copying the work of another student, OR permitting another student to copy your work;

B.
Using unauthorized notes, crib sheets, books, or other materials prepared outside of class;

C.
Taking an exam for another student, OR having someone else take an exam for you;

D.
Altering graded papers after they have been returned to you.

3.
Other Forms of Academic Dishonesty (not an all-inclusive list)

A.
Writing a paper, lab report or other assignment for another student, or submitting material 

written or collected by someone else;

B.
Submitting the same paper for two different classes, whether during the same or different  

semesters, without explicit authorization and approval of the faculty members involved;

C.
Selling or purchasing examinations, papers, or other assignments.
� The Student Code of Conduct is available in the MC Student Handbook and at the Montgomery College Web site.
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