Tracking Student Success at Montgomery College
Data document the progress of cohorts of students making their first attempt in a series of selected courses in English, math, and reading.  The courses examined are ones that prepare students to meet the academic skill requirements of introductory General Education courses.

This project tracks the progress of these students over four years.  Beginning in 1997, cohorts of students have been formed each fall by selecting those students making their first attempt in each selected course.  To date, thirteen courses have been included.  In English they are EN001, EN002, EL104, EN101A, EN101, EN102, and EN109; in math, MA090, MA091, MA100D, and MA100; and in reading, RD095 and RD099.  (Following curricular changes MA100D and MA100 are no longer offered.  Beginning in fall 2007 MA100D is phased out; MA101/103 data continue for MA100.)
Measures of success include:

1. The percentage of each cohort passing the course at the first attempt (Successful).

2. The percentage of each cohort who return the following term (Retained).

3. The percentage of each cohort who return at some point within two years (Returned).

4. The percentage of each cohort passing the first credit course within two years.  For EN, EL, and RD courses, the first credit course was selected to be EN101/A and passing was defined as a “C” or better.  For the math courses, MA110 or higher was selected as the criterion and passing was defined as a grade of “D” or higher (satisfy the foundation math requirement) (Threshold).

5. The percentage of each cohort earning at least 15 credits with a gpa of 2.0 in three years (Progressed).

6. The percentage of each cohort graduating within 3 years (Graduate – 3 Yrs.).

7. The percentage of each cohort graduating within 4 years (Graduate – 4 Yrs.).

8. For RD095 and RD099, the percentage of each cohort successfully (grade of “C” or better) completing RD099 within 2 years (Complete RD099).
