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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
As a result of a Federal reporting requirement, the reporting structure for the race/ethnic data has changed.  Students are now 
allowed to select one or more of five race/ethnic categories which is viewed as a more accurate reflection of a studentôs 
heritage. Consequently, data for the first six years will not be completely comparable to the fall 2007 and 2008 data collection. 
Therefore, as this information is reviewed, keep this change in mind. The Federal government anticipates that two percent of 
the student body will fall within a ñMulti-Raceò category.  

 
Nonwhite students as a group are increasingly accounting for the larger proportion of enrollment: an increase from 56.8 
percent in fall 2001 to 63.3 percent in fall 2008.  Compared to fall 2007, enrollment increases are noted in black, Asian and 
Native American students, while white and Hispanic student enrollment slightly declined in fall 2008. The largest increase in 
enrollment is among black students (+315). In addition, 944 students identified themselves under the multi-race category 
compared to 528 a year ago. 
 
The changing faces of students as examined by race are also noted at the three campuses and in the area of Extended 
Learning Services.  Student enrollment at the Germantown Campus declined among Hispanic students, while the number of 
white (86 or 3.7 percent), black (46 or 4.1 percent), Asian (56 or 7.4 percent) and Native American (4 or 36.4 percents) 
students increased in fall 2008 compared to fall 2007. The Germantown Campus student body has become increasingly more 
diverse: 45.1 percent non-white in fall 2001 to 54.7 percent in fall 2008. Three and a half percent of the student body at the 
Germantown Campus identified with more than one race/ethnic group.   
 
The enrollment of Asian, Hispanic and white students declined at the Rockville Campus in fall 2008, while the number of 
black students increased slightly (27 students) in fall 2008 compared to the previous fall semester. For the fall 2008 semester, 
the largest numerical decreases at this campus are in White (-303 or 5.1 percent) and Hispanic (-158 or 6.2 percent) students 
compared to fall 2007. In spite of the decline in Hispanic students they have had the largest growth (17.9 percent) in seven 
years compared to other student groups. Collectively non-white students currently account for 61.5 percent of the student 
body; in fall 2001 they accounted for 55.1 percent.  More than four percent of the students at the Rockville Campus indicated 
that they are of mixed race/ethnic heritage.  
 
The Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus enrolled 339 more students in fall 2008 than in fall 2007 and increased enrollment 
is noted in all race/ethnic groups. The largest single increase at this campus is in black students (125), followed by white (77), 
Hispanic (48) and Asian (23) students. The increase in black and white students accounted for almost 59 percent of the 
increase on this campus.  Black and White students represent the largest proportion of enrollment, 53.7 percent and 19.4 
percent, respectively, at the Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus.  Multi-racial students represent 3.6 percent of the Takoma 
Park/Silver Spring Campus student body, up from 2.4 percent last fall. 
 
The students who enroll in courses through Extended Learning Services are racially/ethnically diverse. About 47 percent of 
the students who are enrolled in courses through this segment are white and more than a quarter (27.5 percent) of the student 
population is black. Currently non-white students account for 56.3 percent of enrollment compared to 49.7 percent in fall 2001. 
A little more than two percent (2.1 percent) of the students indicated that they are multi-racial.  
 
Female students continue to outnumber male students across all three campuses and in Extended Learning Services, though 
the proportion of female students is much higher at the Takoma Park Campus and in Extended Learning Services compared 
to the other two campuses.   
 
With students now being allowed to identify with more than one race/ethnic group, a broader representation of the diversity of 
Montgomery Collegeôs student body is revealed. See Appendix A for a summary of the multi-race categories.  In fact the 
largest proportion of multi-racial students is Hispanic and White. See Appendix A for a two-year comparison. 
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As a result of a federal reporting requirement, the reporting structure for the race/ethnic data has changed.  Students are 
now allowed to select one or more of five race/ethnic categories which is viewed as a more accurate reflection of a 
studentôs heritage. Consequently, data for fall 2007 and 2008 are not completely comparable to the data for previous 
years. However, the federal government anticipates that two percent of the student body will fall within a ñMulti-Raceò 
category. Therefore, as this information is reviewed, keep this change in mind.  
 
Collegewide 
The ethnic/race makeup of Montgomery Collegeôs student body 
is in a constant state of change.  Table 1 and Figure 1 reveal 
that the number and proportion of non-white students are 
constantly rising. White students continue to represent the 
single largest number and proportion of students at the College, 
though a slight decline (-1.1 percent) is noted compared to fall 
2007. With the exception of a -0.7 percent drop in Hispanic 
students, increased enrollment is noted in all other non-white 
race/ethnic groups in fall 2008 compared to the previous year.  
Black students increased 4.7 percent and the number of Asian 
students increased almost two percent (1.7 percent). As shown 
in the Table below, 3.9 percent of the student body reported 
that they were of mixed race/ethnicities, which is twice the 
proportion suggested by the federal government. The number 
and proportion of students that identify with more than one 
race/ethnic group likely impacts the percent changes in the 
single race/ethnic categories.  
 
 

 
Table 1:  Collegewide Fall Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity (Number and Proportion of Enrollment) 

Fall Semesters Percent Change 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2007-08 2001-08 

Unknown 
1 

(0%) 
47 

(0%) 
20 

(0%) 
12 

(0%) 
1 

(0%) 
72 

(0.3%) 
128 

(0.5%) 
38 

(0.2%)   

White 
9,226 

(43.2%) 
9,277 

(42.5%) 
9,043 

(41.7%) 
9,177 

(41.2%) 
9,007 

(40.5%) 
9,112 

(39.8%) 
9,012 

(37.8%) 
8,910 

(36.4%) -1.1% -3.4% 

Hispanic 
2,852 

(13.3%) 
3,014 

(13.8%) 
3,213 

(14.8%) 
3,325 

(14.9%) 
3,366 

(15.1%) 
3,622 

(15.8%) 
3,626 

(15.2%) 
3,602 

(14.7%) -0.7% 26.3% 

Black 
5,742 

(26.9%) 
5,918 

(27.1%) 
5,963 

(27.5%) 
6,117 

(27.5%) 
6,389 

(28.7%) 
6,443 

(28.1%) 
6,727 

(28.2%) 
7,042 

(28.8%) 4.7% 22.6% 

Asian 
3,510 

(16.4%) 
3,508 

(16.1%) 
3,386 

(15.6%) 
3,570 
(16%) 

3,441 
(15.5%) 

3,579 
(15.6%) 

3,766 
(15.8%) 

3,831 
(15.7%) 1.7% 9.1% 

Native 
American 

16 
(0.1%) 

41 
(0.2%) 

46 
(0.2%) 

53 
(0.2%) 

59 
(0.3%) 

65 
(0.3%) 

79 
(0.3%) 

85 
(0.3%) 7.6%  

Multi-Race       
528 

(2.2%) 
944 

(3.9%) 78.8%  

Total 21,347 21,805 21,671 22,254 22,263 22,893 23,866 24,452 4.3% 14.5% 

 
 

Figure 1: Collegewide Student Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity 
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Germantown Campus 
In fall 2008, enrollment at the Germantown Campus 
increased 4.8 percent above the previous yearôs 
enrollment.  As the numbers reveal in Table 2, the 
proportion of enrollment by race/ethnicity is 
relatively stable compared to fall 2007; the only 
noteworthy change is the slight decline in the 
proportion of Hispanic students. Enrollment 
increased in all race/ethnic groups with the 
exception of Hispanic students, which declined 
about two percent below the previous year. An 
increasing number of students identify themselves 
as multi-racial. In fall 2007, two percent of the 
student body at the Germantown Campus reported 
they were multi-racial. Currently, 3.5 percent of the 
students at this campus identify with more than one 
race/ethnic group. Over seven years, Hispanic and 
Black students have shown the greatest gains in 
enrollment, while enrollment for White students has 
declined four percent.  
   

 
 Table 2:  Germantown Campus Fall Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity (Number and Proportion of Enrollment) 

 Fall Semesters Percent Change 

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2007-08 2001-08 

Unknown 
0 

(0%) 
 6 

(0.1%) 
 3 

(0.1%) 
2 

(0%) 
0 

(0%) 
13 

(0.3%) 
30 

(0.6%) 
9 

(0.2%)   

White 
2,508 
(54.9 

2,483 
(52.5%) 

2,356 
(51.7%) 

2,416 
(50.3%) 

2,302 
(48.6%) 

2,356 
(47.8%) 

2,322 
(45.8%) 

2,407 
(45.3%) 3.7% -4.0% 

Hispanic 
479 

(10.5%) 
673 

(14.2%) 
593 

(13.0%) 
654 

(13.6%) 
674 

(14.2%) 
727 

(14.8%) 
721 

(14.2%) 
707 

(13.3%) -1.9% 47.6% 

Black 
889 

(19.4%) 
920 

(19.4%) 
986 

(21.6%) 
1,034 

(21.5%) 
1,064 

(22.5%) 
1,052 

(21.4%) 
1,128 

(22.2%) 
1,174 

(22.1%) 4.1% 32.1% 

Asian 
691 

(15.1%) 
643 

(13.6%) 
609 

(13.4%) 
686 

(14.3%) 
677 

(14.3%) 
762 

(15.5%) 
760 

(15.0%) 
816 

(15.4%) 7.4% 18.1% 
Native 

American 
5 

(0.1%) 
6 

(0.1%) 
10 

(0.2%) 
9 

(0.2%) 
15 

(0.3%) 
17 

(0.3%) 
11 

(0.2%) 
15 

(0.3%) 36.4%  
Multi-
Race       

101 
(2.0%) 

186 
(3.5%) 84.2%  

Total 4,572 4,731 4,557 4,801 4,732 4,927 5,072 5,314 4.8% 16.2% 

 

 
Rockville Campus 
Student enrollment at the Rockville 
Campus declined 1.5 percent in fall 
2008 compared to the previous fall 
semester. In fact, a decline is noted in 
White (-5.1 percent), Hispanic (-6.2 
percent) and Asian (-1.0 percent), 
while the number of Black students 
increased a tad. The single largest 
increase is in the multi-racial category 
which practically doubled compared to 
fall 2007, the first year to report this 

Figure 2: Germantown Campus Student Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity 


