March 2003 Planetarium Report
      In the month of March 2003 a total of 448 people (excluding AS101 students attending class) were involved in shows in the planetarium. The monthly public astronomy program “The Rites of Spring, the Vernal Equinox” had 32 people in attendance. Two Music Laser Light Shows were in the planetarium this month the Chromatics or Astrocapella on March 8 with 30 people in attendance and Io on March 15 with 13 people in attendance. 

    A number of special slightly unusual programs occurred this month.  “5Ws of the Universe, Why, Who What, What, Where, and When” a faculty development.  This program has resulted in an evolving resource http://montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/planet/planet/5Ws.html.  WS101, Woman Studies, meet in the planetarium with Dr. Nancy Grace Roman as the speaker and me assisting with the lights and an occasional comment.  Lou Mayo from Raytheon and the GSFC, Goddard Space Flight Center, brought 20 MCPS, Montgomery County Public School, teachers, to the planetarium for an astronomy class designed for in service teachers.  Tony D’Souza philosophy classes came into the planetarium again this semester, but besides the general theme of why faith and science needn’t conflict, since they answer different largely disjoint, non-over lapping, questions.   I used the 5W’s web pages that I had developed for the faculty development group as an additional resource for MC philosphy students, and for my own AS101 students, and of course the new information that came out last month in February from WMAP about the universe being 13.7 billions years with an uncertainty of 1%.

     This being March we also had four Saturday Discovery sessions of “Deep Impact, the Spacecraft,” that will fire a copper cylinder into a comet while photographing it in a few years; and we made a comet analog out of dry ice, water, charcoal, sand, and Karo syrup.  Since Nancy Roman had only two morning sessions she was able to teach the last session in the planetarium freeing me to travel with my daughter and wife to Philadelphia a hour and half earlier than I would have been able to leave on Saturday afternoon.  (My daughter having graduated with honors from MC last year, is now a Drexel University student in Media Art and Design, MAD.)  Being personal deep with adjuncts like Dr. Roman is extremely helpful in extending the planetarium programs effectiveness.

       On March 1 I attended the National Capital Astronomers monthly meeting, a professional development astronomy content seminars, where ? talked about the Wilkenson Microwave Anisotropy Program, WMAP.  I am writing this talk up and it will be published in the societies newsletter Stardust.  Jay Miller, the current president of the National Capital Astronomers, and I conducted a star party for Woodacre Elementary in Bethesda with around 45 people in attendance.  I am a trustee having been vice president, (program chair) for two years and president for two years and am presently head of the nominating committee to help choice new officers.
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