HONORS PROGRAM 
Proposal Form for Honors Modules and Sections

NOTE:  An Honors Module (HM) or Honors Section (HC) is attached to or associated with an already existing catalog course and can be assigned to any member of the department qualified to teach it and uphold the academic standards and conditions of the Honors Program.  Please make sure responses to the following proposal points are pertinent to college-wide interests and can be followed by another instructor who may have the opportunity to teach this course.

CONDITIONS FOR HONORS MODULES AND SECTIONS

1. Students enrolled in Honors Modules (HM) will attend a regular section of the course and will complete all assignments required of other students.  The students will also complete additional honors level work as prescribed.  

2. Modules and sections must conform to the description of the course in the College catalog.  This ensures the transferability of the course to other colleges and universities.

3. ESH for Honors Modules:  0.2 ESH per student not to exceed a maximum of 1.0 ESH 

additional workload/compensation per course.  If more than 5 students enroll in the module, the 1.0 ESH remains the maximum for the course.

4. ESH for Honors Sections:  standard ESH for the course.

5. Syllabi for Honors options must include a statement indicating Honors Program  academic requirements and student eligibility: 

~ 3.2 or higher GPA


~ minimum 12 academic credits at MC



~ B or A in EN 101 or EN 101A

A.  All honors course options require students to produce a minimum of 30 pages (7500 words) of written material.  The equivalent may be achieved through projects, experiments, and oral presentations, each accompanied by written explanations.  The faculty member who proposes the module will explain how the alternative equivalent to 30 pages can be achieved. The written material can be any or any combination of the following:  

~ Research / documented paper

~ Annotated bibliography

~ Short analytical and/or reflective papers

~ Journal
~  Project, experiment, or oral presentation accompanied by written 

   explanation

B. All honors course options must include some form of research in at least one of the above assignments.  Research may involve the following:

~ Research component


~ Can be “library” research or on site (field, lab, museum, etc.) research 


~ must be documented using standard documentation style for the 

   discipline


~ Research sources



~ Standard “library” sources of books, journals, databases, etc.



~ Selected reliable websites



~ Field / lab (on site) research
C. All honors course options must require more than one written assignment to give a fair assessment of student ability and work

HONORS PROGRAM REVISED PROPOSAL FORM
Please address the following 7 topic areas, get appropriate departments chairs and deans signatures, and submit electronic copy of the proposal and signatures to the Collegewide Honors Program Coordinator.

1.   Provide course number and name.
AS101, Introductory Astronomy (NSLD)

And 

AS102, Introduction to Modern Astronomy (NSLD)
2.   Indicate type of proposal:   ​​​Module, Section, Both.
Module
3.   Discuss the need for this honors module or section and explain how it has enhanced 

      your academic area’s / department’s offerings and fill that need.  (For example, do 

      you have student requests for honors courses?  Has student achievement in this course 

      and in your department warranted an honors module or section in this course?)

Students have requested honors modules in AS101 at least since 2001. Four students did honors modules in Spring of 2005 in AS101HM: Thomas Schneider, who has since transferred to the University of Hawaii, astronomy program and has a student job working at one of the research telescopes; his project was “Mayan Astronomical Secrets”; Semere Sium’s, who has since transferred to the University of Maryland at College Park majoring in Engineering, his project was “The Expanding Universe”; Ben Sellers a 5th grade teacher at the time of the project, “Astronomy in the Elementary Classroom”, who now teaches Astronomy in High School at Blake High School in the MCPS system; and Ariel Nachtigal, who taught kids rocketry in summer programs for a private school, his project was “HESSI, Types of Waves, and Rocketry,” and who has transferred to Mississippi State University in Starkville majoring in elementary education.  All of these modules are published at URL: http://montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/planet/M_AS101/honorsModoules/.
4.  In measurable operational terms, describe how this module or section augments, 
     enlarges, enhances, and/or enriches the standard catalog course.  (For example, specify 
     the additional course content, methodology, and assessment outcomes.)

In addition to the objectives for the standard catalog course, honors students will meet the following outcomes:

· Understand and know how to apply research methodologies in astronomy

· Learn how to find and cite appropriate scientific references

· Learn to critically read primary literature in the astronomy
· Synthesize research on a selected narrow topic

· Identify frontiers to our knowledge of the topic

· Effectively communicate scientific concepts verbally and in a written research paper
5.   Discuss honors assignments, projects, and options required for honors credits.  (Note:  

the Honors Program requires that honors students produce a minimum of 30 pages 

(7500 words) or the equivalent in projects, experiments, or oral presentations 

accompanied by written explanation.)   

AS101 and AS102 Honors Module projects fall into two categories.
1.  Undergraduate Scientific Research

These are research projects that require that the student research extensively one of the outcomes in the course outcomes assessment; this can be done in one semester by undergraduates if the topic is sufficiently limited.  The results will always be published on the Montgomery College web site.  The previously complete four are at the URL:  http://montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/planet/M_AS101/honorsModoules/.  Some of these topics may become publishable in peer-reviewed journals by the student and the mentoring professor.
2.  Lesson Plans for K-12 Students

Research a topic in astronomy and use it to develop a lesson plan for grade school children.  This is particularly appropriate for schoolteachers taking AS101 or schoolteachers to be in the Associates of Arts in Teaching, AAT program, develop these lesson plans.  Some of these are publishable on line, as schoolteachers are always looking for teacher-tested material that actually works in classrooms to teach science.  
Both types of modules require that the student write substantial papers with references and web links, diagrams, graphs, and possibly data and pictures.  The student is also required to present an oral presentation at the honors colloquium at the end of the semester and is expected to do a computer assisted presentation.

6.  Explain the role of the faculty as mentor for honors modules.  List the mentor’s 

     actions and responsibilities.

Help the students with undergraduate scientific research or lesson plans for K-12 students including regular meetings with students, feedback on research design and drafts of their paper and presentation.
7.   Include your area’s / department’s revised syllabus indicating the incorporation 

     of Honors Program academic requirements for the course.  

See URL: http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/planet/AS101HM.html  for AS101.
http://montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/planet/planet/AS102HM.html  for AS102. 
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