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By Dr. Harold Williams

     I am Dr. Harold Williams, and I reside at 818 Richmond Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910, in Montgomery County.  I am the president of the National Capital Astronomers that is an organization of professional and amateur astronomers founded in 1937 in the Washington Metro area.  I am also employed by Montgomery College where I am the planetarium coordinator and the physics and geology lab coordinator in the Physical Science Department at the Takoma Park Silver Spring Campus (a staff position) and an adjunct professor teaching AS101, Introductory Astronomy, in the planetarium for the last 17 years.  I am also vice president of the Montgomery College Staff Union, AFSCME local 2380.   I have a Ph.D. in astrophysics from LSU in Baton Rouge where my doctoral dissertation was “Star Formation, Using 3-D Explicit Eulerian Hydrodynamics.”

     I have read both documents and I like what I have seen.   Specifically the 2,000 lumen kick in will allow people to have holiday light and not be bothered by this which is very good.  The 60-lumens/watt efficacy will save the county and the community money, and reduce green house gas emissions.  The IECC, International Energy Conservation Code, adopted by the county under Section 8-13 is very good.  Putting in the standards of the IESNA, Illumination Engineering Society of North America, and requiring recommended practice is even better than excellent.  Requiring a color rendition index of at least 20 means, I will be able to identify my car by it color while in a parking lot.   My former red van would appear red and not golden gray, as it did in the Rockville campus parking lot light only by low-pressure sodium lamps.  While as an astronomer I appreciate low-pressure sodium lamps, as an urban person living in down-town Silver Spring I also want to be able to find my vehicle and want my neighbors to be able to do the same. Although as an aside, my current van, which I use to haul the college’s telescopes to star parties in the county for elementary, middle school and high schools, is golden gray.  The requirement that outdoor lights fixtures must be turned off during day light hours will save the county money.  This morning I saw a light fixture on Fenton Street next to the college that the County was paying for in Silver Spring violating this sensible rule.  The 7,000 lumen and 14,000 lumen difference in the law will keep this law from being burdensome to small business and small changes in out door lighting.    

       In closing I look forward to the adoption of this bill and the improvement to the county lighting that will start occurring on January 1, 2008; and the reasonable grandfather clause that will make everything up to code by January 1, 2013, 7 years latter.  If you adopt this law I expect to be able to see the Milky-way Galaxy, at least overhead, in downtown Silver Spring in Valerie-Ervin district 5 where I live by January 1, 2013; like it is in downtown Tucson, Arizona; and further I expect to see all of the Milky-way Galaxy in Mike Knapp, district 2 part of the county by January 1, 2013.  I also look forward to better skies from Wood Acre Elementary where Jay Miller and myself often have star parties in Roger Berliner district 1.   I also look forward to the county eventually being able to save around 10 million dollar in current money every year after we get good lighting everywhere in the county.  We may even see a drop in the breast cancer rate in the county as well.   If you have any questions please ask me.  By the way, whom should I send a letter of thank you to for drafting this wonderful ordinance?  Dear Marilyn Praisner, Council President, and district 4 representative, if you ever run for an at-large seat you can count on my vote.   I live in district 5 and voted by Valerie Ervin in the last election.  As far as I can see this is a win-win situation.  Although I would require that correctional facilities meet these requirements, too, because good uniform, non glary lights will help the guards keep the prisoners in the and community safe, too.  As a member of AFSCME who lost a correctional officer in Jessup, Maryland we want our guards safe.  

        If this bill is passed I will change one of my monthly planetarium shows to “How Seeing the Stars will Save You Money,” just as I used to do several years ago since this bill will require education of the community, and I am an educator already partly on your pay roll.  Thank you county council for your continuing support of Montgomery College, the best community college in the state of Maryland, and one of the best community colleges on the planet earth.

For more information on the Montgomery College Planetarium please go to URL: http://montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/planet/.  

Sincerely,

Dr. Harold Williams
