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Name of project director: Dr. Harold Alden Williams
Department: Planetarium & Physical Sciences Department
Phone: 301-650-1463
Email: harold.williams@montgomerycollege.edu
Name of administrative supervisor:  Dr. Dehlly Porras, academic Dean
Signature of administrative supervisor: _____________________________
Name of co-applicant(s) (if any): ___________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Department(s): __________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________ Email: __________________________ 

Name of administrative supervisor:  ________________________________

Signature of administrative supervisor: _____________________________

1. Grant amount requested (Range of Awards: $500.00 to $3500.00): $2,365.95 to $2,785.95  probably a little less look at expense accounting below.
2. Project name:  Maya World Summer 2006
3. Brief description:  This grant will allow Dr. Williams to study abroad at the Maya Worlds:  on-site in Chiapas, Guatemala, Honduras and Belize June 18  through July 29, 2006 (for 6 weeks) funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities and sponsored by the Community College Humanities Association.  For more information on this program see the URL at: http://www.ccha-assoc.org/mayaworlds06/index.html .  This program is equivalent to a stipend of $4,200, but it does not cover required texts that must be procured and read before the institute or travel to Villahermosa, Mexico or return from Guatemala City, Guatemala or subsistence/food during the institute.  This grant would cover those expenses. 
4. What fundamental need or concern is being addressed in this project?

First-Year Experience (Red Team) many of our first year students are from El Salvador and Guatemala
Service Learning (Orange Team) Jim Walters has already suggested  
that we do something with student to help Guatemalans.  I could investigate such possibilities while I was there.
Learning Communities (Blue Team) I would learn some Mayan culture and philosophy which we could incorporate into PL201 which is lacking in non-European philosophy.  I would incorporate this into the cultural astronomy part of AS101.  The Mayan’s had more different types of calendars than any culture that has ever existed.  They and the Hindu culture are the only cultures that invented zero.  This is an extremely important mathematical innovation whose importance is under recognized.
5. What are the project's core goals and or objectives?  To improve the planetarium programs “Ancient Sky Watchers of Guatemala, Mexico, Belize, El Salvador, and Honduras, the Maya” see URL http://montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/planet/MayanAstronomy.html  and the power point presentation at http://montgomerycollege.edu/Departments/planet/planet/Maya/Ancient_Sky_Watchers_theMaya.ppt.    
6. What are the key performance indicators that you will use to measure and monitor the effectiveness of this initiative? Increased attendance at this public planetarium program and an increase in request for it by school groups in the grade-specific planetarium programs by appointment.  Use of this program materials in AS101 and AS102 while teaching college students.  Greater understanding of Mayan culture and philosophy to be used in the Linked Courses PL201 and AS101 part of a Learning Community. 
7. Who will benefit most from this project? The public attending Mayan Astronomy programs, school groups attending Mayan Astronomy programs, and college students taking AS101, AS102, and PL201, and obviously Dr. Williams and his understanding of this alien ancient culture.  Zero has only been invented twice in human history and the Mayan were one of the two cultures that did this.  The Maya also kept more different types of calendars than any culture, ancient or modern.  
8. Detail the pro forma budget for this project. Be as specific as possible.

Travel to Villahermosa, Mexico and return from Guatemala City, Guatemala (around $873 BWI to VSA $408 on 6/18/2006 GUA to DCA $465 on 7/29/2005 quoted by cheap flight economy class on 12/182005) and subsistence during the institute estimated for budgeting according to the sponsors at $30-$40/day.  This seems high to me based upon my travel to El Salvador and Guatemala when we stayed with in-laws to be.  6 weeks*7 day/week * $30-$40/day=$1,260-$1,680.  I will keep an account of eating out expenses and only ask for compensation of what I spent on subsistence meals.  I will eat as economically as possible and try and not gain any weight.    
Supplies:

Maya Worlds 2006
Participants' Required Text List
Please note that the Institute scholars' have identified these texts as basic to their seminars; it is the responsibility of each participant to acquire these texts prior to the Institute and to bring them to the relevant seminars. Most other readings in the Daily Schedule will be supplied in Institute Readers, which will be sent to each participant well before the start of the Institute. Others will be available through an "Institute Lending Library" that will be made available during the Institute by the project directors.

Coe, Michael. The Maya, 7th ed. NY: Thames & Hudson, 2005 already have this massive text and have read it.
Fash, William. Scribes, Warriors & Kings: The City of Copán and the Ancient Maya. NY: Thames and Hudson, 1991. $15.72
González, Gaspar Pedro.  Return of the Maya. Yax Te' Press, 1998. $12.95
Gossen, Gary. Telling Maya Tales: Tzotzil Identities in Modern Mexico. NY: Routledge, 1999. $110
Grube, Nicolai and Simon Martin. Chronicle of the Maya Kings and Queens: Deciphering the Dynasties of the Ancient Maya. London: Thames & Hudson, 2000.  $22.02
Harrison, Peter. The Lords of Tikal. Thames and Hudson, 1999. $20.13
Hendrickson, Carol. Weaving Identities: Construction of Dress and Self in a Highland Guatemalan Town . Austin: University of Texas, 1995. $?
Lovell, George. Conquest and Survival in Colonial Guatemala. 3rd ed. Austin: University of Texas, 2004.  $26.95
Montejo, Victor. Testimony: Death of a Guatemalan Village. Willimantic, CT: Curbstone Press, 1987.  $14.95
Popol Vuh, The Mayan Book of the Dawn of Life, revised ed. Tr. Dennis Tedlock. N.Y.: Simon & Shuster, 1996. $10.20
Total text prices $232.95
Other expenses (please specify what they are):

9. How do you plan to assess the performance or success of this project? By using it in the afore mentioned programs, performances, and classroom teaching.  The “Ancient Sky Watchers of Mexico” planetarium program of which I have a copy of is 25 years old, 1980.  We have learned a lot about the Maya in the last 25 years like how to read most of their inscriptions which were mostly undeciphered 25 years ago.
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Keystone (kē'stōn'), n.  1. The central wedge-shape stone of an arch that locks the parts together.  2. A central supporting element.

"The five pillars represent the five strategies that we are employing to promote student access, achievement, and retention." (The Five Pillars, Montgomery College Learning College Web site at: http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/learning)



Make It Happen!





Make It Happen! Application Form








Please answer the following questions about your project:





Please submit your completed application form through the interoffice mail system to Clarice Somersall, Vice President for Learning and Academic Effectiveness, MKE160C.





Thank you for your interest in this worthwhile initiative.





Co-sponsored by: The Office of Business Development and Grants and the Office of the Vice President for Learning and Academic Effectiveness
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