Stela 14, Maya, Piedras Negras, Guatemala, Pete’n Region, AD 758 Limestone. Page 6 Guides to the Mesoamerican Gallery at the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology by Elin Danien.  

“Piedras Negras was the largest Maya sites along the Usumacinta River, and it played an important role in the shifting series of alliances and wars that marked Maya civilization.  It also was of great importance to archaeologists more than a millennium after the death of its last king because of calendar ritual observed by city’s rulers.  During the 7th and 8th centuries, sculptured and inscribed monuments were erected to mark each of 22 hotun (1,800-day) period endings.  All of these monuments survived and led to a remarkable intellectual feat: our understanding of Maya inscriptions.

Stela 14 and its text were part of a breakthrough study in 1960 by Tatiana Proskouriakoff in which she proved that Maya monumental inscriptions did indeed record historical events.  Prior to her work, Maya inscriptions were thought to consist essentially of only calendrical notations and rituals connected with calendrical phenomena.  Careful analysis by Proskouriakoff, which began during her work with the Penn team excavating at Piedras Negras in 1936-1937, showed that each of several groups of monuments contained a sequence of dates that were spaced at such intervals that they could correspond to the births, accessions, and deaths of a sequence of rulers. Proskouriakoff’s analysis identified the glyphys for events in each ruler’s lifetime and proposed a seven-ruler dynasty for Piedras Negras that is still largely accepted by epigraphers today.  Although most subsequent epigraphic research is based on phonetic decipherment unrecognized by Proskouriakoff, her pioneering work was the foundation for the reconstruction of dynastic histories at Tikal, Palenque, Copan, Caracol, and other Maya cities.”
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