
MBA, University of Southern Maine
BS in Business Administration, University of Southern Maine
BS in Electrical Engineering, University of Southern Maine 

Highlights:
• 2016 MC-Smithsonian Faculty Fellowship
• NEH Many Voices, One College, Faculty Fellowship, MC Global 

Humanities Institute, Spring 2018 
• Takoma Park Campus Business Club advisor and Enactus,  

co-advisor, since fall 2015

Business, Economics, Accounting, Computer Applications and Hospitality Management

Ali Alavi
Since August 2015, Takoma Park/Silver Spring

ali.alavi@montgomerycollege.eduRockville HU246; 240-567-5140

Chemistry

Laura Anna
Since August 2011, Rockville

laura.anna@montgomerycollege.eduRockville SC331C; 240-567-5489
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PhD in Organic Chemistry, University of Michigan
BS in Chemistry, Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Highlights:
• Full Professor for 14 years at Millersville University, a 4-year 

university in PA. 
•	 Co-editor of American Chemical Society (ACS) Symposium series 

books (NMR spectroscopy in the Undergraduate Curriculum, 
Vol I-III and Strategies Promoting Success of Two-year College 
Students, in production)

•	 Member of ACS Examinations Institute Committees, 2017 
First-term Organic Chemistry Exam and 2020 First-term Organic 
Chemistry Exam

•	 Member of ACS Division of Chemical Education Committee for 
Personnel and Nominations (2015 – present)



2

MA in Instructional Design in English, University of Maryland, 
Baltimore
BA in Interdisciplinary Studies, Interdisciplinary Emphasis –  
English and Public Policy, University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County

Highlights:
• Co-Chair of Montgomery College General Education Standing 

Committee, 2015 – 2017 and member of General Education 
Outcomes Assessment & General Education Course Certification 
work group

• Women’s Studies Coordinator, Germantown Campus, 2005-2007,  
and English 101 Coordinator, Germantown Campus, 2010-2015

• Moderator/introducer of Athenaeum Symposium speakers as  
well as a summer 2017 Chautauqua guest presenter

English & Reading

Sharon Anthony
Since August 1998, Germantown

sharon.anthony@montgomerycollege.eduGermantown PK 123; 240-567-7769

MS in Education and Master Certificates in Skilled Facilitation 
from the Carey School of Business and Adult Education from the 
School of Education, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD
BS Healthcare Administration, minor in Organizational  
Development, Columbia Union College, Takoma Park, MD

Highlights:
• Recipient of the SOS Award and Outstanding Service  

Recognition Award
•	 Introduced the “Maryland Hospital Association Student  

Background Check Program” for nursing and the health  
science programs throughout Maryland

•	Serve as legal liaison for the Health Sciences with MC’s  
General Counsel’s office

•	Co-convener of the Montgomery County Collaboration Board 
(MCCB) and member of the Holy Cross Hospital Workgroup

Health Sciences

Diane Barberesi
Since August 2004, Takoma Park/Silver Spring

diane.barberesi@montgomerycollege.eduTakoma Park/Silver Spring HC436 (within suite 435)
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3

PhD in Experimental Nuclear Physics, American University with 
the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center in Palo Alto, California
MS in Physics, American University
BS in Physics, American University

Highlights:
• Principal Investigator of the Montgomery College Collaborative 

Physics grant awarded by the National Science Foundation to 
participate in the Muon Scattering Experiment to resolve the 
proton radius puzzle 

•	Co-Principal Investigator of the National Science Foundation 
ACCESS II grant for scholarships for Engineering and Computer 
Science majors at Montgomery College

Engineering, Physical, and Computer Sciences

Nawal Benmouna
Since August 2004, Takoma Park/Silver Spring 
and Rockville

nawal.benmouna@montgomerycollege.eduRockville SC436C; 240-567-5240

EdD in Educational Leadership, Delaware State University
MEd in Education, Widener University  
MA in Mass Communication, Miami University 
BA in Broadcasting Telecommunications and Mass Media,  
Temple University

Highlights:
• Smithsonian Fellow
•	Member of the Presidential Advisory Committee on Equity  

and Inclusion 
•	Created and spearheading  the Annual Career and  

Communication Studies Symposium that welcomes over  
200 students each year

English Language for Academic Purposes (ELAP), Linguistics, and Communication Studies

Rachel Bonaparte
Since August 2013, Rockville

rachel.bonaparte@montgomerycollege.eduRockville MT 512A; 240-567-4388
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MA in Second Language Acquisition and Application (SLAA) and 
Spanish language, University of Maryland, College Park
BA in Mass Communication, University of Panama
Economic Journalism Certificate, Florida International University 
(FIU)

Highlights:
• Prior to teaching, worked as a journalist for over 8 years  
•	Board member of the Montgomery College International  

Studies Program
•	Member of the Advisory Board of the MA track in Hispanic  

Applied Linguistics (HAL) at the University of Maryland,  
College Park

Humanities

Ivonne 
Bruneau-Botello
Since August 2006, Rockville, Germantown, 
and Takoma Park/Silver Spring

ivonne.bruneau-botello@montgomerycollege.edu TP/SS CM202G; 240-567-3993 / 240-429-9559

BA in Spanish Language, Literature, and Cultures, University of 
Maryland, College Park
MA in Spanish Literature, University of Maryland, College Park

Highlights:
• Specialization in Spanish Caribbean and colonial and Latino 

literature

World Languages and Philosophy

cristina.butler@montgomerycollege.eduRockville MT 429A; 240-567-7389

Cristina Daley 
Butler
Since 2006, Rockville

l CHAIR DIRECTORY 2018-2019



PhD in Spanish, University of Virginia 
Highlights:
• Served as World Languages coordinator and Faculty Liaison  

to the Digital Language Lab on the Rockville campus
•  Served on the Rockville Faculty Senate, the Writing, Reading,  

and Language Center Advisory Committee, the General Studies 
Committee, and the Transfer Scholarship Coordinating  
Committee

• Served on the Middle States Standard V Educational  
Effectiveness Assessment work group

Humanities

Sarah Campbell
Since August 2008, Rockville and Germantown

sarah.campbell@montgomerycollege.edu Germantown HS138; 240-567-4166

Collegewide Integrative Studies

Sara Bachman Ducey
Since August 1990, Rockville

sara.ducey@montgomerycollege.eduRockville 212B Macklin Tower; 240-567-7333

5

MPH in Environmental Health Science, University of Maryland 
(College Park) 
MS in Human Nutrition, Michigan State University (East Lansing)
BS in Plant and Soil Sciences, University of Massachusetts  
(Amherst)

Highlights:
•	 Serves as Convener, Integrative Studies and High Impact Practices 

Committee, as Paul Peck Humanities Institute (PPHI) director, 
overseeing the Smithsonian Faculty Fellowship Program, the PPHI 
Interdisciplinary Humanities Internship Program, and the Portraits 
of Life: Holocaust Survivors of Montgomery County traveling art 
exhibit and education program, and an ever-changing set of  
collaborations across the college

• Chair of Montgomery County’s Solid Waste Advisory Committee 
•	Member of Les Dames d ’Escoffier, the Association for the Study 

of Food and Society, and a long serving officer for the Maryland 
Nutritionists’ Association
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MBA/MIM,  University of Maryland, University College,  
International Commerce
Graduate Certificates: International Trade, and International  
Marketing, University of Maryland, University College
MS in Computer Systems Management,  
University of Maryland, University College
Highlights:
• Grant to cover tuition and expenses for any Montgomery College 

student taking BSAD 111 Personal Finance
• Introduced OERs to the Business program at Takoma Park/Silver 

Spring campus
• Worked as a diplomat and in IT before working in education
• Published a textbook on International business

Business, Economics, Accounting, Computer Applications and Paralegal Studies

Andrea Foster
Since August 2011, Germantown and  
Takoma Park/Silver Spring

andrea.foster@montgomerycollege.edu Germantown HT418 and Takoma Park/Silver Spring P2-221C

Visual and Performing Arts

Norberto Gomez, Jr
Since August 2015

norberto.gomez@MontgomeryCollege.eduTakoma Park/Silver Spring CF/127; 240-567-5502

6

PhD in Media, Art, and Text from Virginia Commonwealth  
University
MFA in Painting and Drawing, University of Houston
BFA in Studio Art, Texas A&M University Kingsville

Highlights:
• Research and scholarship: media archaeology, digital culture/art, popular 

culture, new media, horror film and television, aesthetics and critical 
theory 

•	 Co-founder and editor of Sybil Press, a small print press,  
based in Baltimore and San Antonio, specializing in hand made  
print products: artist books, works of theory, philosophy, zines,  
multicultural bricolage, and other experimental printed subject matter.

•	 Conference presenter/chair (select): Digital Humanities Conference 
(Mexico City), Posthumanism Conference (Geneva, Switzerland),   
Southeastern College Art Conference

•	 Practicing visual artist, writer, and touring musician
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MA in Counseling and Personnel Services, University of Maryland
Post-Graduate Certificate in Clinical Counseling, Johns Hopkins 
University
Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor (LCPC)
Highlights:
• Experienced in working effectively with a diverse population that 

includes cognitive, psychological, substance abuse and physical 
disabilities.  

• Acted as the College Access Program Coordinator, Chair of Academic 
Appeals, co-lead the Outcomes Advising Group, was a collaborator for 
Combat 2 College, an active member of the Behavioral Intervention 
Team, Co-Chair of Standard IV for the Middle States Self-Study, and  
currently serves on the President’s Equity and Inclusion Advisory Board.   

• Served as Collegewide Chair of DSS since 2014 and is the current  
President of Maryland AHEAD (Association of Higher Education 
and Disability)

Collegewide Disability Support Services

Sue Haddad
Since August 2001, Rockville

sue.haddad@montgomerycollege.eduRockville CB122-B; 240-567-5087

Engineering, Physics, Computer Science & Technology

David A. Hall
Since August 1999, Germantown and  
Takoma Park/Silver Spring 

david.hall@montgomerycollege.eduGermantown HT417; 240-567-7827

7

BA in Political Science – Guilford College, NC
MA in Asian Studies – University of Hawaii at Manoa 
PhD in Buddhist Studies and Military History – University of 
California, Berkeley

Highlights:
• Fulbright Fellowship for Japan (dissertation research)
•	MCP – Microsoft Certified Professional – Internet Specialization; 

MCSE – Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer; MCT – Microsoft 
Certified Trainer in all aspects of MCSE; CCNA – Cisco Certified 
Network Associate; CCNP – Cisco Certified Network  
Professional; Cisco Certified trainer in all aspects of CCNA  
and CCNP requirements

•	Numerous publications, including The Buddhist Goddess  
Marishiten: A Study of the Evolution and Impact of her Cult on  
the Japanese Warrior, from Brill (Academic), 2014
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M.S.Ed. – Counselor Education, School Counseling,  
St. Bonaventure University
B.S. – Psychology, Counseling & Lifespan Development,  
Mansfield University
A.S. – Humanities & Social Sciences, Corning Community College 

Highlights:
• Helped lead the department and the discipline through the  

acquisition and implementation of Starfish
• Assisted the discipline during the creation/adoption of the  

developmental advising model and assisted with the transition  
from a walk-in model to an appointment-based model for  
student meetings 

• Past experiences include counseling K-12 students and college 
freshman on academic probation, as well as experience working  
in human resources with a focus on recruitment, hiring, and 
on-boarding new employees

Counseling & Advising

Erica Hepworth
Since August 2012, Takoma Park/Silver Spring

erica.hepworth@montgomerycollege.eduTakoma Park/Silver Spring ST/246; 240-567-3920

Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice

Shinta H. Hernandez
Since January 2007, Rockville and  
Takoma Park/Silver Spring

shinta.hernandez@montgomerycollege.eduRockville HU225, 240-567-7483; TP/SS NP230, 240-567-5635

8

MPP in Social Policy, Georgetown University
BA in Psychology, Brandeis University.  
Currently working on completing dissertation in the Sociology 
Ph.D. program at the University of Maryland College Park.

Highlights:
• Currently serve as a Co-Chair of the Achieving the Dream Core 

Team, as Washington, D.C. area representative on the MHEC 
Faculty Advisory Council, and a member of the General Studies 
Z-Degree Cross Functional Team.  

•	Previously served as the Common Course Coordinator in sociology 
and a Co-Coordinator on the General Studies Degree Program for 
the Social Sciences, Administration, and Health Core.  

•	Awarded the Montgomery College Outstanding Faculty Award for 
Excellence in Teaching and Advising for AY 2016-2017 and the 
NISOD Excellence Award 2018.
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MS in Education, University of Dayton
BS in Education, Pennsylvania State University 

Highlights:
• Full-time English/Reading faculty for the Gateway to College  

Program for 8 years
• Served on CAPDI Committee, Academic Appeals Committees:  

Rockville AA committee, Summer College-wide Academic  
Appeals Chair, Chair of the College-wide academic appeals  
workgroup for academic regulations, Advising Faculty Cadre

• DEAR Committee member — developed the new integrated  
English, Reading and writing curriculum for the college. 

• Developmental English/Reading Coordinator and IERW  
Coordinator

English and Reading

Teri Hurst
Since August 2000, Takoma Park/Silver Spring, 
Germantown, and Rockville

teri.hurst@montgomerycollege.eduRockville MT526; 240-567-4071

Art

Tendai Johnson
Since August 2006, Rockville and  
Germantown

tendai.johnson@montgomerycollege.eduRockville AR202, 240-567-7649

9

MFA, Lamar Dodd School of Art, University of Georgia
BFA, Lamar Dodd School of Art, University of Georgia

Highlights:
• Work has been exhibited in both national and international venues 

and has been a visiting artist/lecturer at numerous institutions 
including Yale Graduate School of Art and the Keisho Art  
Association, Japan

•	Faculty at Moore College of Art & Design in Philadelphia for  
ten years  

•	Lives and works in his studio in Baltimore and is currently part  
of the exhibit, “The Figure: The Indicative and the Allusive,” at  
the Delaware Contemporary Museum
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MS in Psychology and Counseling, Troy University 
BS in Business, Northern Illinois University  

Highlights:
• Served as Rockville Campus Council Chair
• Mentoring Project for Women
• Various partnerships with STEM area including work with the GT 

STEP grant
• Experience in crisis intervention, study skills development,  

academic advising, and counseling

Counseling and Advising

Marcella Karp
Since August 2005, Rockville

marcella.karp@montgomerycollege.eduRockville CB212; 240-567-5066

Chemical and Biological Sciences

Valerie Lantz
Since August 2007, Takoma Park/Silver Spring

valerie.lantz@montgomerycollege.edu Takoma Park/Silver Spring SN214; 240-567-3989

10

PhD in Molecular Biology, Princeton University
MA in Molecular Biology, Princeton University
BA in Biology, University of Maryland Baltimore County

Highlights:
• Montgomery College Outstanding Full-time Faculty Award for 

Teaching Excellence for the academic year 2017-2018
•	BIOL 150 Course Coordinator
•	Biological Sciences Program advisor
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PhD in Graduate Certificate in Latin American Studies  
Anthropology, University of Pittsburgh 
MA in Anthropology, Northwestern University
BA in Anthropology, Grinnell College 
Highlights:
• Received a Fulbright-Hays I.I.E. Dissertation Research Grant to support 

doctoral research in Michoacán, Mexico, and a National Endowment for 
the Humanities Summer Institute Fellowship to study the Maya in  
Guatemala and Mexico

• MC’s Representative to the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation, mentoring  
12 of the college’s 13 winners of the Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship

• Immediate Past-President of the Maryland Collegiate Honors Council 
(was President from 2013-2017), and a Board member since 2005. 

• Co-Chair Major Scholarship Committee and Member of the Two-Year 
College Committee with the National Collegiate Honors Council, and 
recipient of the 2017 Ron Brandolini Award for Excellence at a Two-Year 
Institution

Collegewide Honors Director and Chair

Lucy E. Laufe
Since August 1992, Germantown and Rockville

lucy.laufe@montgomerycollege.eduMT212; 240-567-7453 (office), 240-567-7417 (Commons)

Chemical and Biological Sciences

Scot Magnotta
Since August 2006, Germantown

scot.magnotta@montgomerycollege.eduGermantown BE211A; 240-567-6912

11

PhD in Genetics, University of Connecticut
BS in Biology, Southern Connecticut State University

Highlights:
• Principal Investigator for the S-STEM Grant, On-RAMP to STEM  

for 6 years 
•	Biology Department Coordinator for 4 years and Chair of  

Chemical and Biological Sciences on the Germantown campus 
for 4 years

•	Member of the Holy Cross Health & Montgomery College  
Operational Steering Committee for the last 4 years
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BS in Psychology, Williams Woods University
Masters in Early Childhood Special Education,  
George Mason University 

Highlights:
• Participated in an ongoing project through the US Consulate, 

the India Centre for Research and Development of Community 
Education, and Loyola College, for redesigning the Early Childhood 
Education and Care (ECEC) curriculum in community colleges 
across India

• Member of the Montgomery County Early Childhood Coordinating 
Council and representative at the Maryland State Early Childhood 
Advisory Council

• MC President’s Innovation Leadership Institute participant

Education and Social Sciences

Dede Marshall
Since August 2010, Germantown

barbara.marshall@montgomerycollege.eduGermantown HS 140; 240-567-7761

Nursing

Dianna Matthews
Since August 2004, Takoma Park/Silver Spring

dianna.matthews@montgomerycollege.eduTakoma Park/Silver Spring HC142 (within suite 135); 240-567-5552

12

MSN, Bowie State University 
BSN, American University

Highlights:
• Recipient of “Outstanding Faculty Service Award” and SOS Award
•	Served on Governance for 4 years
•	Currently serves on the BRTF committee
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MEd in Counseling and Personnel Services,  
University of Maryland
BA in Communications, Elon University 

Highlights:
• Specializes in working with first-year students, academically  

at-risk students and veterans 
• Helped lead the department and the discipline through the  

acquisition and implementation of Starfish
• Was previously an academic advisor at Western Carolina  

University and University of Maryland University College,  
European and Stateside divisions

• Awarded the Montgomery College Faculty Outstanding Service 
Award for AY 2014-2015 and the NISOD Excellence Award 2016

Counseling and Advising

Katie Mount
Since August 2008, Germantown

katie.mount@montgomerycollege.eduGermantown SA240D; 240-567-6966

Mathematics, Statistics, and Data Science

Milton H. Nash
Since January 2011, Takoma Park/Silver Spring

milton.nash@montgomerycollege.eduTakoma Park/Silver Spring MP245; 240-567-3973

13

PhD in Mathematics, University of Georgia
MA in Mathematics, Princeton University
BS in Mathematics, University of Alabama at Birmingham

Highlights:
• Graduate studies and dissertation were in the area of number 

theory - more specifically in Diophantine approximation. 
•	Very active with the Takoma Park Math Club. Math teams have 

participated in and even won several regional tournaments - 
including a victory over West Point Military Academy. Greatest 
pleasure is to see Math Club members graduate and then go on 
to pursue exciting STEM careers. 

•	For the past several years, involved with efforts to redesign the 
developmental math curriculum.
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PhD and MA in Mathematics from Washington University  
in St Louis
BS in Mathematics, Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 

Highlights:
• Graduate work is in Commutative Algebra/Algebraic Geometry
• Former Collegewide Faculty Coordinator for Outcomes  

Assessment
• Data team member for Achieving the Dream

Mathematics, Statistics, and Data Science

Ben Nicholson
Since August 2001, Rockville

Ben.nicholson@montgomerycollege.eduRockville SC250B; 240-567-5222

English Language for Academic Purposes (ELAP), Linguistics, and Communication Studies

Angela Nissing
Since August 2006, Takoma Park/Silver Spring

angela.nissing@montgomerycollege.eduTakoma Park/Silver Spring P3-122D; 240-567-1661

14

MA in Applied English Linguistics / ESL,  
University of Wisconsin-Madison
BA in French and English/Creative Writing,  
Rhodes College, Memphis, TN

Highlights:
• College-wide Coordinator for ESL Placement
•	Member of College-wide Faculty Council and Operational  

Services Council
•	 Chair of Chairs, Takoma Park/Silver Spring campus, 2014-2017
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BA Classics, Dartmouth College
MA/ABD Comparative Literature, UMASS Amherst
MEd English Education, Teachers College of Columbia University 

Highlights:
• Closing the Achievement Gap, CTAG Implementation Team Academic 

Affairs Coordinator 2013-2015; appointed to Achieving the Dream 2016-
• Designed and facilitated fellowships and workshops for full-time faculty 

on appreciating Asian American, Latin@, and LGBTQ students in MC 
classrooms 2007-2014; mentor in Teaching Excellence Academy 2017-

• Equity and Inclusion Steering Committee 2007-2011; appointed to  
President’s Advisory Committee for Equity and Inclusion Committee 
2017-

• Rockville campus and college-wide coordinator of developmental writing 
2007-2012; facilitated redesign of developmental reading and writing 
2015-2017

• TP/SS Chair of Chairs 2015-

English and Reading

Ellen Olmstead
Since August 2006, Takoma Park/Silver Spring

ellen.olmstead@montgomerycollege.eduTakoma Park/Silver Spring P3/122E; 240-567-1385

Collegewide Health Enhancement, Exercise Science and Physical Education

Elizabeth Ridings
Since August 2005, Rockville

elizabeth.ridings@montgomerycollege.edu Rockville PE236A; 240-567-7576

15

MA in Exercise Science & Fitness Management,  
University of Connecticut
BS in Exercise Physiology, James Madison University

Highlights:
• Worked in the health and fitness industry for ten years prior to 

becoming a full-time faculty member at Montgomery College.
•	Experience managing fitness and wellness programs in colle-

giate, commercial and corporate settings. 
•	Certified by the American College of Sports Medicine (ACSM) 

as a Certified Exercise Physiologist and as a Physical Activity in 
Public Health Specialist.
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BS in Math, Howard University
MS in Math Ed, Hood College 

Highlights:
• Coordinate all distance Mathematics, Statistics, & Data Science 

courses college-wide
• Collaborate with other 2-year and 4-year partner institutions in the 

state of Maryland on the First in The World Grant and developed a 
pre-Statistics course for Montgomery College

• Meet with incoming Bridge Students during the summer

Mathematics, Statistics, Data Science

Darren Smith
Since August 1999, Germantown

darren.smith@montgomerycollege.eduGermantown HT129; 240-567-1914

Education and Psychology

Zeporia N. Smith
Since August 2002, Rockville and  
Takoma Park/Silver Spring

Zeporia.smith@montgomerycollege.eduRockville CS127; 240-567-7192; TP/SS RC201, 240-567-7192

16

PhD in Special Education - Bilingual Special Education, George 
Washington University, Washington, D.C.
MA in Curriculum and Instruction - Bilingual Special Education, 
George Washington University, Washington, D.C.
BA in Spanish, minor in Psychology, Ohio Wesleyan University, 
Delaware, Ohio

Highlights:
• More than 20 years of experience in curriculum and program development  

using culturally relevant pedagogy and success strategies for  
culturally and linguistically diverse community college students

•	Developed and successfully implemented a college-wide Field 
Experience Program with a current annual enrollment of 200 future 
teachers for the Montgomery College School of Education 

•	Designed and implemented the teacher cohort program, CREATE 
(Culturally Responsive Educators Aspiring for Teaching Excellence), 
using student success strategies. The CREATE Teacher Cohort program  
supports an enrollment of more than 80 pre-service teachers.  
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PhD in Art History and Archaeology,  
University of Missouri – Columbia
MA in Classical Archaeology, University of British Columbia 
BA in Classics, University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill 

Highlights:
• Regular Member and Associate Member of American School of 

Classical Studies in Athens and Member of the American School 
of Oriental Research 2004

• Specializes in Greek and Roman history in particular the cultural 
history of Greece under the Roman Empire

• Fifteen seasons of experience on archaeological excavations in 
the US, Italy, Jordan and Greece

History and Political Science

Joseph A. Stumpf
Since August 2005, Rockville

joseph.stumpf@montgomerycollege.eduRockville HU274; 240-567-7280

Media Arts and Technologies

Erik Swanson
Since August 2008, Rockville

John.Swanson@montgomerycollege.eduRockville TC 128; 240-567-4417

17

MFA in 3D Modeling and animation, Academy of Art in  
San Francisco, California
BFA in painting, Tyler School of Art in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Highlights:
• As an art director and freelancer,  has worked with clients such as 

Wendy’s, the 76ers, Chick Fil A, 6 Flags, Image Comics, Oni Press, 
Idea and Design Works, and Mirage Studio. 

•	 Worked on properties like The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,  
GI Joe, and Star Trek 

•	 Currently sits on the advising committee for Arts on the Block,  
a non-profit organization based out of Maryland
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PhD in Evolutionary Biology, University of Chicago, IL
MS in Evolutionary Biology, University of Chicago, IL
BS in Biology, Samford University, Birmingham, AL 

Highlights:
• Trained as an evolutionary biologist with expertise in ichthyology
• Served as adjunct faculty coordinator for Biology Department,  

Rockville (9 years) & initiated new procedures for hiring and  
supporting adjuncts

• Engaged in curriculum initiatives incorporating quantitative skills and 
interdisciplinary approaches in biology courses; e.g., co-developed a 
new course (BIOL 252), currently developing environmental science 
materials via a faculty network with QUBES & SESYNC (National 
Socio-Environmental Synthesis Center)

• Initiated and currently coordinating the new Science Center Food 
Basket, an effort to address food insecurity among MC students

Biology

K. Rebecca Thomas
Since August 2005, Rockville

rebecca.thomas@montgomerycollege.eduRockville, Science Center 234C; 240-567-4224

Performing Arts

Alvin F. Trask
Since August 2005, Rockville and  
Germantown

alvin.trask@montgomerycollege.eduRockville and Germantown; TA 124; 240-567-7551

18

Master of Music, Howard University
Additional studies at the Thelonious Monk Institute, Dolo, Italy, 
and the Eastman School of Music
Bachelor of Music, Louisiana State University

Highlights:
• Visiting Evaluator for National Association of Schools of Music
•	Active performer in the Washington Metropolitan area and  

the Mid-Atlantic Region
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PhD in English Literature and minor in Art and Art History,  
Union Institute & University, Cincinnati, OH
MA in English, Katholieke Universiteit - Nijmegen, the  
Netherlands
Certificate of Higher Professional Education in English,  
Katholieke Leergangen -Tilburg, the Netherlands 
BA in English and French, Katholieke Leergangen –Tilburg,  
the Netherlands

• Main writer and manager of the college wide ELAI990 Student 
Success Modules, a computer program that caters to the individual 
language needs of non-native speakers

• Dutch-American and travel extensively so that I can relate to our 
students in a better way - culturally as well as an immigrant

• Speak English, Dutch, French, German, and can understand some 
Italian and Spanish

English Language for Academic Purposes (ELAP), Linguistics, and Communication Studies

Jorinde van den Berg
Since August 1999, Germantown

jorinde.vandenberg@montgomerycollege.eduGermantown HS141; 240-567-6900

Collegewide General Studies

Samantha Streamer 
Veneruso
Since August 2002, Rockville

samantha.veneruso@montgomerycollege.eduRockville  MT226A; 240-567-7940

19

MA in Instructional Systems Design, ESOL/Bilingual  
Programs and K-12 ESOL Certification – UMBC
BA in Humanities, Washington College
ABD EdD in Organizational Leadership from Northeastern  
University, anticipated completion date, May 2019

Highlights:
• Leading General Studies eportfolio pilot
• Rockville, English Department Chair 2009-2012;  

Curriculum Committee member 2003-2005, 2013-2015;  
Academic Services Council, 2018-2019

• Collegewide Outcomes Assessment  Coordinator, 2004-2009, 
2012-2013
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MSE in Supervision and Administration in the Visual Arts,  
Bank Street College of Education  
BA in Interior Design, Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) 

Highlights:
• Responsible for managing the following programs: Architecture, 

Automotive Technology, Building Trades Technology, Construction  
Management, Applied Geography, Interior Design, and Landscape 
Technology.

• 20 years of experience in teaching and leadership in a community 
college setting

• Served as advisor for the National Symphony Orchestra  
Designer’s Show House  and Historic Ellicott City Designer’s 
Show House Student Design Teams

Applied Technologies/ Gudelsky Institute for Technical Education (GITE)

Chantal Vilmar
Since August 2003, Rockville

Chantal.vilmar@montgomerycollege.edu Rockville HU246; 240-567-5140

20
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