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Web Directories: a Selected List

A Web Directory isaligt of links to Web pages. Web Directories should not be confused with
Search Engines. Search Engines use acomputer program to find pages with your search wordsin them
A Web Directory isalist of Web pages selected by a person or group of people. Web Directories
can bereal time savers. Why go through the trouble of searching and then scrolling through severd
pages of links when someone e se has aready sdlected the best links on a subject for you?

Caution: some Web Directories are better than others. There is no guarantee that the compiler of
links has any expertise in an area or that the links have been kept up to date. All of the catalogs on this
list have stdlar reputations.

By their very nature Web Directories are not comprehengve; they include only alimited number of
links. Obvioudy, if you need to find scholarly information, use an academicaly oriented Web Catalog.
For information on shopping or used car dedls etc., use something Smilar to Looksmart.com.

Academic Web Directories

Academic Info

www.academicinfo.net

Thisis an outstanding annotated and well organized set of links compiled by academics. Its resources
will be useful to both college freshmen and post-doctora researchers. It includes links useful to students
on college admissons, financid aid, test preparation, etc. Academic Info compiles so much interesting
information thet it can become ared time sink.

Infomine

http://infomine.ucr.edu

Infomine isan extensve ligt of qudity academic Web stes. It can be searched or browsed; if asearch
IS unsuccessful, browse by subject. It coversdl academic disciplines but is especidly strong in the
sciences.

Librarian’sIndex to the Internet

http:/lii.org
Thisisawdl-organized directory with annotations and recommendations. It can be searched.

Scout Report

http://scout.cs.wisc.edu/archives

A great Sarting point for any kind of research. This site, sponsored by the Nationa Science Foundation,
Is the archive of an dectronic newdetter that describes outstanding new Web pages. Thispageiswdll
organized and can be browsed or searched. It coversal subjects.




Virtual Library

www.vlib.org
TheVirtual Library isthe gold standard for academic Web Directories. All resources are selected by

recognized experts, and annotated. Cannot be searched, but browsing is easy and logical.

General Web Directories

About

www.about.com

About isagenerdly wel sdected and well organized list of annotated links, compiled by volunteers with
appropriate credentias. 1t can be searched or browsed. Have patience, though. This useful directory is
being ruined by too many pop-up and other advertisements.

Internet Public Library

www.ipl.org
Thissource is highly sdective and has hdpful, lengthy annotations. It can be either searched or browsed.

Look Smart
www.looksmart.com
One of the largest and best organized of the Web directories; L ooksmart can be searched or browsed.

Open Directory/Google Directory

www.google.com click on “ Directory”

This gteisacollaborative project by many experts from dl over theworld. It is sdlective, well
organized and searchable. 'Y ou can find the Open Directory on severd Websites. | find the Google
verson the easiest to use.

Sourcesfor Students

Montgomery College Library Web Subject Guides

www.mc.cc.md.us/library/mdibref.hntm

Thisisacollection of linksto qudity Stes, rdlevant to sudents a Montgomery College selected by MC
Librarians.

Topic Based Resour ces

www.ohiou.edu/ed/project/index.html

Excellent, up to date guides to resources relevant to undergraduate student research. Look herefor alist
of trustworthy Web pages on subjects such as Abortion, the Death Pendty or Drugs, €tc.




When Should You Use a Search Engine and When Should You Usea Web Catalog?

If You Are Searching For: Use:

A Didtinctive Word or Phrase Search Engine

Information About Something Specific Suchasa | Search Engine

Product, Person, Organization or Event

No Specific Words Boolean Search Engine Such as All the Web

Something Uncommon or Unusud Search Engine

An Overview of a Broad Subject Relevant Web Catalog

More Vocabulary Terms for a Search. Relevant Web Catalog

Unsure of Your Topic A Large Web Catalog Such as Scout Report or
L ooksmart

A Starting Point for a Novice Searcher A Large Web Catalog

For example, a search for information about Irish Immigration to the United States should be started
on an gppropriate Web Directory. A Web Directory will most probably find afew outstanding and
gppropriate Sites. A search about Irish Immigration to the east sde of Cleveland, Ohio istoo specific for
amog dl directories, and should be performed in a Search Engine.

For more information about Web directories, see:
Thisgte gives agenerd overview:

Library Gateway at the Univergity of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
http://gateway .library .uiuc.edu/rex/ingruction/l nternet/noframeschoose.htm

For a bibliography of Web Directories see:
State Univergity of New York at Albany Library.
http:/library.albany.edu/internet/subject.html
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