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Editor’'s Corner
By Helen Youth

MC Connections is produced especially for MC retired
faculty and staff. We are having some new events this fall
and hope to see you at them in either October or November.
We welcome your suggestions for additional activities and
would also love to hear about what you are doing in your retirement. Send
your suggestions or stories to mcretirees@montgomerycollege.edu or by
phone at 240-567-5378.

MC Connections is published twice a year and supplements the Alumni
Association’s comprehensive monthly online newsletter, Happenings
(http://appserv.montgomerycollege.edu/AlumniNewsletter/), where you
will find additional updated information on what is going on at the College
that may be of interest to you. | recently attended my first Jefferson Café,
offered by the Paul Peck Institute for American Culture and Civic
Engagement (Francine Jamin, Director). | strongly recommend the
experience. More information about the Institute is included in the online
alumni newsletter.

Two Upcoming Events

On October 17, the Retirees Chapter is presenting a FREE Introduction to
Podcasting. If you are interested in learning what podcasting is, how it is
used, and how you may benefit from its use, this presentation may work for
you. It will be held in the Rockville Campus Technical Center from 7 to 8:30
p.m. Carol Decker, Computer Applications Professor, will be the presenter.

We have tickets for the November 30 performance by Flamenco Navidad
at the Music Center at Strathmore. The Retirees Chapter has arranged group
tickets for the 4 p.m. performance in the front promenade section. The
seats are easily accessible. Ticket price is $37.80 with your check (payable
to Montgomery College Alumni Association) to be sent to Bernice Grossman
at 900 Hungerford Drive, Suite 200, Rockville, MD 20850. Information about
the show and directions to Strathmore can be found on Strathmore’s Web
site, http://Strathmore.org. This should be a happy event.

Breakfast Anyone?

Several retirees have asked that | schedule the informal breakfasts on a
regular basis. Let’s make it the first Monday of each month at 9:30 a.m. at
the Broadway Diner, 895 Rockville Pike. | will be there on October 6 and
there will probably be a core group of six or so each time. Whatever your
dietary needs are, | think that you will find that the menu is varied and
moderately priced.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

October 6, 2008: First Monday of the
Month Breakfast Get-together of
Retirees, 9:30 a.m. at the Broadway
Diner in Rockville.

October 17 (Friday): Introduction to
Podcasting, 7 p.m., Technical Center,
Rockville. Contact Bernice Grossman,

240-567-5378.

November 8-10: NYC Theatre
Weekend. Contact Bernice Grossman,
240-567-5378.

November 30 (Sunday): Flamenco
Dance at Strathmore, 4 p.m. Contact
Bernice Grossman, 240-567-5378.

December 12 (Friday): President’s
Holiday Reception, 2 p.m. Contact
Bernice Grossman, 240-567-5378.

Early April 2009: Watch for information
about our annual Retirees Chapter
luncheon.

April 2009: Watch for information
about the Alumni Association’s annual
awards dinner.

More information is available on
the Alumni web page
www.montgomerycollege.edu/alumni
and in the monthly e-newsletter,
Happenings at MC.
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Welcome to Our Newest Readers!

Thirty-six Montgomery College faculty and staff have joined our ranks
as retirees.

The twelve faculty members are: Antoinette Aleccia, Kenneth Beem,
Paul Birznieks, Robert Brown, Trudy Cohen, Mary Gallagher, Hal
Hultman, Andrew Nelson, Irene Salazar, Gail Schmitt, Sandra Schuler
and Ken Weiner.

The twenty-four staff members are: Gloria Buriss, William Campbell,
Steve Campanella, Robert Cephas, David Coburn, Rosemary Gear,
Juanita Hayes, Michael Howard, Barbara Irish, Glen Jackson, Janet
Johnson, Philip Jones, Gail Kaneshiro, Donna Kinsey, George Kelso,
Kayran More, Linwood Row, Victor Sanchez, Julie Shackelford , Rita
Shumaker, David Smithson, Rudolph Snyder, Cheryl Starke, and Marie
Takahashi.

NYC Theatre Weekend

This year’s NYC trip will be highlighted by the Broadway show Gypsy,
starring stage legend Patti LuPone. In addition, you will have a chance
to attend many Veterans’ Day weekend events in New York City, such
as the Madison Avenue Expo and the New York Chocolate Show. Of
course, there is also camaraderie and fun.

A few seats remained open at press time. To register, call Bernice
Grossman at 240-567-5378.

In Memoriam

Doug Williams died January 26, 2008. In addition to his work as a reference
librarian on the Rockville Campus, he was an adjunct faculty member in the
Art Department.

Lucia Gilbertson died February 7, 2008. She was a public information official
at Montgomery College from 1973 to 1984.

Carroll L. Matthews died May 12, 2008. He taught in the Rockville
Mathematics Department for more than 37 years.

Gary Hong died May 26, 2008. He had been the program director for MC’s
Lifelong Learning Institute since 1998.

Howard S. Geer, Jr. died May 30, 2008. He was the provost of Community
Services, now known as Workforce Development and Continuing Education,
until his retirement in 1988.

Madeline Turkeltaub died June 21, 2008. She became a professor of nursing at
MC in 1981 and was nursing program director at Takoma Park until 1992.

Anita P. Groover died July 2, 2008. She was a program assistant with the
Takoma Park Workforce Development & Continuing Education Department’s
Health Sciences division.

Robert O. Walker died July 19, 2008. He was the director of Procurement at
MC from 1971 until he retired in 1975.
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News from Savannah, Georgia
By Will Bellais (Former Speech and Drama Faculty at Rockville)

| volunteer in the Savannah College of Art and Design’s film school. |
appeared in five student films this year. Two are significant: | was the
lead in The Execution of Solomon Harris, which was the first student
film to be selected for the Sundance Film Festival in Utah. This film was
nominated best short film and | was nominated best actor in a short
film. | also performed in an MFA thesis film, The Monster, in which | play
Dracula.

| tutor students at the Savannah School of the Arts, which is a public
high school. | teach a cinema seminar at Savannah State University and
public speaking at South University.

Since | have been in Savannah, | have published three books:

e Echo Park, a story about an actor working on It's a Wonderful Life
in 1946.

e A New Mexico Triptych, three plays about New Mexico. Two were
performed at MC.

e The Marsh Hen, my new book, tells the story of Savannah's
struggle with the Spanish flu in 1917 and 1918.

| look forward to coming back to MC for a visit.

Will Bellais (left) in a promotional
picture for the play “The Execution
of Solomon Harris.”

Ah, Retirement!
By Flo Ashby (Former Mathematics Faculty at Rockville)

The past two years have whizzed by. | am completing a term on the
board of directors of Peerless Rockville Preservation Society, a special
interest of mine, since | have been a member for many years of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation. You may have noticed the
building activity at the Chestnut Lodge site. Peerless has preserved the
cottage of Frieda Fromm-Reichmann, a noted psychoanalyst who
practiced at Chestnut Lodge for many years. It is rewarding to be
involved with preservation on the local level.

| often travel to Tallahassee for meetings of the Florida State University
Foundation Board of Trustees and the Band Alumni Association

Board. My degree from FSU is in music (although | had a double major
with mathematics), and | stay in close touch with the College of

Music. It is lovely to see friends in Tallahassee.

Strathmore Music Center events give me much pleasure, as do the
concerts and plays at our College. | enjoy meeting friends for lunch and
am a member of two regular groups. The retirees’ luncheon was such
fun. Each semester | teach calculus as an adjunct faculty member at
MC. The organization of the part-time faculty brought back memories of
collective bargaining for the full-time faculty many years ago! It is fun
to see my colleagues and keep up with the happenings at the College. |
hope to do some traveling while | am still mobile.

Flo Ashby with Lee Biggs (above) and
with Don Day (below), at the April
2008 Retirees Luncheon.
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