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The numbered questions are restated as separate questions and italicized using hanging indents, because the reader may not have the book to refer to for the questions.  Answers are indented more and are not italicized so that they are easily distinguished from the questions.

3.
Why did the paralegal profession evolve?


The paralegal profession evolved in response to the need for a legal professional to fill a position between that of an attorney and a legal secretary.  This position had been filled to some extent by law clerks who were law students working temporarily for the firm while in school.  Law clerks, however, were only temporary employees.


What needs within the legal profession do paralegals meet?


Paralegals fill the need within the legal profession for permanent, full-time legal assistants at a reasonable cost to the firm.


When and by which organization was the paralegal profession first recognized as a profession?


The paralegal profession was first recognized as a profession by the American Bar Association (ABA) in 1968.

Organization names are spelled out the first time they appear, followed by their acronym in parentheses.
7.
What does certification mean?


Certification means recognition by a private professional group or state agency that an individual has met specific standards of proficiency by taking and passing an exam administered by this group.  It is not the same as a paralegal certificate, which means that a paralegal has successfully completed a specific course of study.


What is a CLA?


A CLA is a certified legal assistant whose legal competency has been certified by the National Association of Legal Assistants (NALA) following an examination of the legal assistant’s knowledge and skills.


What is a CLAS?


A CLAS is a certified legal assistant specialist whose legal competency in a legal specialty has been certified by the National Association of Legal Assistants (NALA) following an examination of the legal assistant’s knowledge and skills in the specialty area.


What does PACE stand for?


PACE stands for Paralegal Advanced Competency Exam.  This is a certification exam that was developed by the National Federation of Paralegal Associations (NFPA).

Questions for Critical Analysis 
Heading for question group
2.
Joan McMahon is meeting with an adviser at her local college to discuss the possibility of enrolling in the school’s legal-assistant program.  Joan has completed two years of college-level courses in general education, which she could transfer, but she has had no legal-assistant classes.  The adviser explains that there are three different degree options at the college: an associate’s degree, a bachelor’s degree, and a post-degree certificate.  Other for-profit business schools in the area offer certificate programs as well.  How would you explain the differences in the degree and certificate options to Joan?


The difference between a degree and a certificate is that a certificate is offered by a private, for-profit business or trade school to someone who has received a high school diploma.  The length of time to complete such a program varies from three to eighteen months.  A degree can include either an associate’s or a bachelor’s degree.  The associate’s degree can be obtained in two years, and the bachelor’s degree can be obtained in four years.  As a degree is granted by a community college, college, or university, it signifies the completion of a higher level of education than a certificate does.  Post-degree certificates are sometimes available through colleges and universities.


Which options would Joan most likely favor?


Because Joan has completed two years of general education college courses, the option that Joan would most likely favor would be obtaining a college degree.  Her general education courses would not likely transfer to the certificate program offered through a for-profit or trade school.  Her courses, however, would transfer to the local college.  Joan would then need to complete the legal-assistant classes to obtain a degree.


Why?


Which degree she chooses–associate’s or bachelor’s–will depend on what the job market requires.  Because an associate’s degree requires fewer credits, Joan may choose this route.  If the job market demands a bachelor’s degree, however, she may go on and complete both the legal-assistant courses and the additional general education courses and a minor.
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