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The Power of Family

Being trapped for days underground, as the thirty-three Chilean miners were, was the most horrible thing that could happen to a human being. These thirty-three miners experienced and surmounted this tragedy for days with the support of their families. For the miners’ peace of mind and to keep their morale up, the family’s support was indispensible. They could not have survived without it! Most of the miners’ families came to set up camp at the place where their relatives were trapped. At the camp, the families had a chance to communicate by telephone with the miners for only thirty seconds. During these phone conversations, the family members and the miners reassured each other and tried to minimize their worries about the abilities of the miners to find a way out of this place. The families also let the miners know that they were not alone, and that everybody was praying for them. Finally, the miners made it through their tragedy thanks to the unconditional support of their families who were anxious to greet them with hugs, kisses, smiles, tears, and all the love they had when they emerged from the depths of the mine.
