
 

Designed by Enas Elhanafi06 

 
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Community Dialogue Series Celebrating Arab American Heritage Month at Montgomery College - April 2009  
Sponsored by Montgomery Collegeôs  Academic Initiatives Office ,Bookstore (RV), Campuswide Libraries, The Gathering, History Dept  (R),  International Education 
Program, Multicultural Office (G), The Office of Equity and Diversity, Paul Peck Institute for American Culture and Civic Eng agement, Paul Peck Humanities Institute 
Office of the Vice President for Academic Initiatives and Partnerships, Muslim Association Club (R), Womenôs Studies, Student li fe (TP), World Music Ensemble.  
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For more information, contact Enas Elhanafi at 240 -567-1759 or enas.elhanafi@montgomerycollege.edu  

  

 

                                                                  

 
 
  

The idea of the West-Eastern Divan was con-

ceived in 1999 in the minds of two artists and 

intellectuals - the Israeli, Daniel Barenboim, 

and the Palestinian, the late Edward Said. They 

decided to create a workshop for young musi-
cians from Israel and various countries of the 

Middle East with the aim of combining musical 

study and development with the sharing of 

knowledge and comprehension between people 

from cultures that traditionally have been ri-

 έYƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎέ a film by the Paul Smaczny and Barenboim-Said Foundation. It is the story of the West-Eastern Divan 
Orchestra, where young Arabs and Jews perform and live side by side. It is a film about what music can do; the way it can transcend 
cultural barriers, bring people together, defeat prejudice and overcome religious and political differences. It also demonstrates the 

problems that crop up occasionally and how music can help people from different points of view find common ground.  

   

 

Guest Speaker:  

Mariam Said  
Vice President, 

 Barenboim-Said  
Foundation and widow  
of scholar Edward Said  

 
 

The West-Eastern Divan was founded in 1999 by the Israeli world-renowned Daniel Barenboim, and the Palestinian eminent literary 
scholar, the late Edward Said. They decided to create a workshop for young musicians from Israel and various Arab countries  with 

the aim of combining musical study and development with the sharing of knowledge and comprehension between people from  
cultures that traditionally have been rivals. In this workshop, young musicians build upon their musical knowledge while living  

side-by-side with people from countries that may be engaged in conflict with their own.  

Performance by  
World Music Ensemble 

 

Refreshments  
will be served 

 

Thursday, April 16 
6:30 p.m. 

 Montgomery College 
 Rockville Campus 

  Theatre Arts Arena 


