Weekly Earnings Distributions for Full Time American Men and Women in 1986
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Statistics tells us that the gap between men and women’s earnings is real

Age, years of schooling, number of hours a week they work

But the most significant factor that distinguishes men from women is continuous labor force experience - Women are more likely to have interrupted careers 
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Right Skewed distribution

Relatively few people make a lot of money

The median weekly earnings for all full time American workers in 1986 was $358

Half of the workers earned less than $358 and half of the workers earned more than that

