EN102

Techniques of Reading and Writing II

Syllabus
Professor Sharon Anthony





Office: HUM 178

Phone Number:  301-353-7769






Humanities Office: 301-353-7746, Room 138

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS & MATERIALS:

Lunsford, et. al. Everything's an argument, with readings.  2nd ed.

Lester, James.  Writing Research Papers: A Complete Guide.  9th ed. 

A standard college dictionary

A writer’s handbook/manual
Recommended Text:  Diane Hacker's The Bedford Handbook
One two pocket folder 

One file folder with your name clearly on the tab

One Montgomery College white composition folder

One 3.5 diskette

COURSE OBJECTIVES & INTRODUCTION:

In this course, we will extend the principles and techniques of English 101 with additional emphasis on reasoning, analysis, and techniques of research.  In English 101, we tried to use writing as a means of organizing and making sense of your own experience; in English 102, we will expand your direct experience through research and incorporate your research findings into your own experience through writing.

In this class, you will:

--strengthen critical thinking and analytical skills in both reading and writing;

--discover an authentic voice in writing;

--develop skills in writing research papers so that the writer’s argument is 

clear, well-supported, and not plagiarized;

--organize and support ideas in argumentative and expository prose; and 

--understand the grammatical principles essential to effective writing.

MY EXPECTATIONS:

I expect:

--this course will improve your writing;

--this course will strengthen your analytic skills;

--that I will organize meaningful class lessons and assignments;

--that I will be available to meet with you to discuss your strengths and areas in need

of improvement;

--that I will institute a fair grading system, understandable to all;

--to learn from you;

--you to behave according to the Student Code of Conduct outlined in the Student 

Handbook;

--that you will respect your classmates, me, and yourself;

--that you will participate actively in class discussions; and

--that you will invest time and serious thought into reading, thinking, writing, and

revising class assignments.

COURSE GRADING SYSTEM:

Four essays




200 points each/ 800 points total

Independent Research paper 


and accompanying preparations
1000 points

Fallacy Test, Annotated analysis, 


Topic description, Speech analysis
50 points each/ 200 points total

Visual argument presentation and Oral


Presentation of research

50 points each/100 points total

Evidence outlines



50 points each/150 points total

Required conference



10 points

Quizzes




10 points each/50 points total

Attendance, participation, and 

preparedness for class


5 points per class/ 195 points total

FINAL GRADE BREAKDOWN:

2505–2255  points = A




2254–2004  points = B

2003–1754  points = C

1753–1503  points = D

1502 points and below = F

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION:

You are the most important part of this class.  Without your intelligent and eager participation, none of us benefit.  Since class depends on a collaborative learning format in which concepts, ideas, and questions are addressed in group discussions and with a partner, it is imperative that you attend each class.

If you are absent four times, you will be dropped from the course.  Penalties for unexcused absences and/or tardies and/or unpreparedness: 10 points off final course grade for each unexcused absence or tardy.
Being late for the beginning of class or after a break or leaving early three times will constitute one absence.  Arriving late or leaving early is rude and disruptive to our learning environment.  Therefore, the penalties are severe.

If you talk inappropriately or engage in behavior that disrupts the instructor’s right to teach or other students’ rights to learn, you will be asked to leave class.  If you are asked to leave class, you will be counted absent.

DEADLINES AND PENALTIES:

Work is due at the beginning of each class.

Essays submitted one class session late will have one letter grade automatically deducted.  Any essays submitted two or more class sessions late will receive an automatic F (zero points).

PAPER PREPARATION AND FORMAT:

— All essays must be typed or word processed and printed on a letter or near-letter quality printer.

— All papers must be prepared with a cover sheet on which you type:

YOUR NAME

THE ASSIGNMENT NAME AND TITLE

THE DUE DATE

— Each essay must be double spaced with standard 1 to 1 1/4 inch margins.

— Any handwritten work must be legible.

ASSIGNMENT PROCESS:

Here is how the evaluation, revision, and grading process works for all papers EXCEPT in-class essays:

1.)
First, you will turn in your first attempt (called “draft”).

2.)
Second, I will evaluate it and suggest corrections and changes.  I will not grade it.

3.)
Third, you will revise and rewrite the paper based on my comments and turn in the draft with the final copy on the specified due date.  I will grade the revision/final copy.

**
No work will be accepted for grading if it does not go through this three step process.

PLAGIARISM:

Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s ideas, diagrams, charts, pictures, words, facts, conclusions, or opinions as your own.  Anytime you use someone else’s work and do not acknowledge its rightful author, you are plagiarizing.  Plagiarizing is stealing and cheating and results in serious academic punishment; in this class, you will automatically fail the course.

