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To:   Dr. Tracey Smith-Bryant, College Council Chair 
 
From:   Dr. DeRionne P. Pollard, President 
 
Subject:  College Council Recommendation 19-14: Recognizing Columbus Day as 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day  
 
Date:   January 20, 2020 
 
Thank you and all the members of the College’s participatory governance system for your leadership in 
considering issues of importance to the Montgomery College community. I have reviewed the College 
Council’s recommendation 19-14: Recognizing Columbus Day as Indigenous Peoples’ Day. The 
document presented to me by the College Council is attached.  
 
On December 12, 2019, the College Council voted to move recommendation 19-14 forward to the 
president. This action recommends that the College officially recognize Columbus Day as Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day.  
 
Please note that Columbus Day is not now commemorated as a College holiday. As such, there is no 
change to make in the College’s calendar. However, I encourage you to use that day and the month of 
November—which is Native American Heritage Month—to take advantage of any College programing 
and activities that would bring awareness to recognizing Indigenous Peoples. 
 
You may be interested to know that the Montgomery College Board of Trustees recently adopted its 
annual resolution to recognize and celebrate America’s diversity (see attached Resolution 19-12-134, 
National and State Designated Awareness Days and Months for 2020). By reaffirming its support of 
federal and state of Maryland laws that designate specific days and months, the board encourages the 
College community to participate in campus and community-based activities. Native American Heritage 
Month is included in the board’s action each year. 
 
Thank you for your dedicated service to Montgomery College’s governance system and all of the work 
you do to support Montgomery College’s mission and vision. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 
have further questions or concerns. 
 
Attachments 
 
cc: Senior Administrative Leadership Team 

Governance Director 



 
Governance Recommendation 

 

Council Name submitting the recommendation: Student Council 
Date: December 2, 2019 
Montgomery College will officially recognize Columbus Day as Indigenous Peoples' Day. 
 Recommendation Issue or Concern: (Provide background reasoning or justification for 
recommendation) 

 
The Student Council unanimously recommends that the college change Columbus Day to 
Indigenous Peoples' Day to celebrate and recognize our diversity and acceptance of all people 
and cultures. After careful consideration and discussions with our three Student Senates as 
well as our general campus representatives, we have decided to adopt a resolution put 
forward by the Takoma Park Student Senate. The resolution was passed by them and has been 
in place, unofficially, on their campus. This resolution will uphold a major tenant of the 
Student Council which is to maintain uniformity across the college, regardless of campus, 
which allows students to have equal opportunity and attention. 

Resolution: 
 
Montgomery College will officially recognize Columbus Day as Indigenous Peoples' Day. 

 
To allow people to see further Montgomery College's diversity, acceptance, and inclusion of all 
people we recommend hosting a cultural fair on every campus on/around Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day. A celebration with dance, food, culture, music, and language. These activities will are 
intended to bring the students, college employees, and community together. 

Student Impact: (Explain the impact of this recommendation on MC students.) 
 
Give people the opportunity to understand other cultures and maybe even more about their 
own. It will boost and promote engagement and understanding amongst the student body. 

Economic Impact: (Explain cost factor or any economic impact of this recommendation, if 
known.) 

 
None 

Final Disposition/Recommendation: (Complete once decision is made by College Council) 
 
This recommendation passed with a unanimous vote by the College Council. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MONTGOMERY COLLEGE 

Rockville, Maryland 
 

 Agenda Item Number: 7B 
 December 16, 2019 

 
 

NATIONAL AND STATE OF MARYLAND  
DESIGNATED AWARENESS DAYS AND MONTHS FOR 2020 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

Federal and state laws have designated specific days and months throughout the year to 
recognize and celebrate America’s diversity. These designated national and state awareness days 
and months provide opportunities to acknowledge, honor, and celebrate the contributions of 
women; members of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender communities; individuals with a 
disability; and individuals and peoples of Arab American, Asian American/Pacific Islander, 
Black/African American, Caribbean American, German American, Hispanic/Latino, Irish American, 
Italian American, Jewish American, Native American, and Polish American heritage. 
 
Montgomery College is a diverse, multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, and international learning community 
committed to fostering academic and work environments throughout its campuses that 
acknowledge and celebrate the contributions of its diverse students, employees, and communities. 
The designated national and state awareness days and months create unique opportunities at 
Montgomery College to acknowledge and celebrate these contributions with our local, regional, 
and national communities. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the Board of Trustees adopt this resolution to reaffirm its support of the 
programs and activities at Montgomery College to commemorate and celebrate the federal and 
state of Maryland awareness days and months. It is also recommended that the Board encourage 
the College community to participate in such campus and community based activities. 
 
BACKUP INFORMATION 
 

Board Resolution  
National and State of Maryland Designated Awareness Days and Months for 2020 Attachment 
 
RESPONSIBLE SENIOR ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Dr. Cain  

RESOURCE PERSON 
 
Ms. Bland 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MONTGOMERY COLLEGE 

Rockville, Maryland 
 

Resolution Number: 19-12-134 Agenda Item Number: 7B 
Adopted on: 12/16/2019 December 16, 2019 

 
Subject: National and State of Maryland Designated Awareness Days and Months  

for 2020 
 
WHEREAS, Federal and state laws have designated and proclaimed specific days and months 
throughout the year to acknowledge and celebrate diversity and ethnic and cultural heritages; and 
 
WHEREAS, The designated national and state awareness days and months provide opportunities 
to acknowledge, honor, and celebrate the contributions of women; members of the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender communities; individuals with a disability; and individuals and peoples of 
Arab American, Asian American/Pacific Islander, Black/African American, Caribbean American, 
German American, Hispanic/Latino, Irish American, Italian American, Jewish American, Native 
American, and Polish American heritage; and 
 
WHEREAS, Montgomery College is a diverse, multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, and international 
learning community committed to fostering academic and work environments throughout its 
campuses that acknowledge and celebrate the contributions of its diverse students, employees, 
and communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, Montgomery College supports programs and activities that acknowledge, 
commemorate, and celebrate the contributions of its diverse students, faculty, staff, and members 
of its diverse surrounding communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, The College will plan various events and host speakers for a designated federal or 
state awareness day or month celebration; and 
 
WHEREAS, The president recommends the following action; now therefore be it 
 
Resolved, That the Board of Trustees hereby endorses and supports observances and activities of 
designated federal and state awareness days and months; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That the Board of Trustees hereby encourages all members of the Montgomery College 
community to participate in planning programs and activities and attending observances for 
designated federal and state awareness days and months. 
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ATTACHMENT 
 

NATIONAL AND STATE OF MARYLAND  
DESIGNATED AWARENESS DAYS AND MONTHS  

FOR 2020 
 
 

The designated national and state awareness days and months that Montgomery College will 
acknowledge and celebrate in 2020 are below. 

 
 
 

 
Month 

 

 
Event 

 
February Black History 
March 
 

Women’s History 
Irish American Heritage 

April Arab American Heritage 
May 
 

Jewish American Heritage 
Asian Pacific American Heritage 

June 
 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride 
National Caribbean American Heritage 

September-October National Hispanic Heritage 
October 
 

Polish American Heritage and Culture 
Italian American Heritage and Culture 
National Disability Employment Awareness 

November National Native American Heritage 
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