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57 "Poem From Broad Street" Leslie Albershardt 
59 "Argument" Katherine Powell 
61 "What Will Be Left" Caitlin Eva Kindervatter-Clark 
63 "Libertine" Mark Cruz 
65 "What Is Required To Be Successful As A Rat?" Jennifer 

Rachuna 

6 Immanuel Welch Canovan 
15 Hiroko Takagi 
18 Dianna Holzinger 
22 Ayesha Husain 
25 Ayesha Husain 
27 Jon Park 
29 Don Brodie 
31 Chrissy English 
33 Don Brodie 
35 Tammy Rosenblatt 
42 Lisa Frick 

44 Beth McNulty 
46 Gabe Leyshon 
48 Anthony Creeden 
50 Amanda Williams 
56 Melissa Merino 
58 S. Weyman 
60 Don Brodie 
62 Jennifer Miller 
64 lmbal More 
66 Hsiao Feng Wang 
80 Yeonhee Ji 

















































28 

Your fragile 

elongated fingers have 

wiped, healed and 

calmed my tears. 

Polished nails 

twinkle with a 

shade of nude and 

a precise amount 

of off-white tip. 

Now, your wedding ring 

indents your 

arthritic knuckles. 

Creases, scars, 

so smooth 

decades ago. 

Grandmother's Fingers 

Saman Saba 

Observing, I realize, all the lines say too much. 









































































































to see that Mr. Bernard wasn't behind the counter 

no more, knowin' full well that I'd be fearin' 

gettin' caught for the rest of my life and that would 

make me look suspicious. 

I passed the turn to Ronnie's again, half 

hopin' I'd see him on the corner waitin' for me. 

But instead somethin' real important passed in 

my mind. I thought maybe people was right about 

forgettin' the past. I spent nine long years waitin' 

to see if people was waitin'. Guess they wasn't. 

Then as I drove down the road back to my 

new home another thought came to me. This one 

was more important, more real-like. I didn't visit 

Ronnie 'cuz he wanted my advice. I went 'cuz 

my memory of Ronnie wanted my advice. And 

now that I knew what it was, and my new memo­

ries could become more and more about the stuff 

I saw in the stores, in the trees, in the people, I 

knew right then I'd make it out here. I knew I 

was gonna make it. 
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Yeonhee Ji 
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Imitation Gatsby Invitational 

Here is the winning entry of the First Annual Imitation Gatsby Invitational contest, held 

in 2004. This contest was open to Montgomery College and Montgomery County writers, and 

won by student Gary A. Hall, who received bragging rights and a $25 gift certificate. 

The contest rules asked writers to pay homage to one of the most famous of American 

Novels, The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald, who is buried in Rockville not far from Mont 

gomery College's Rockville campus. 

A spoof similar to Faux Faulkner and Bad Hemingway contests, the contest required 

writers to copy the style of Gatsby by writing a scene of no more than 300 words - a scene that 

might have been edited out of the novel by Fitzgerald for good reason. The scene needed to 

include at least one major character from Gatsby, showing something that happened to him or 

her (or them) that is not in the published copy of Gatsby. Because Nick is the narrator of the 

book, the scene needed to be told through his eyes. 

The Winning Entry 

Gary A. Hall 

We pulled Gatsby's body from the pool 

and laid him on the ground, his lifeless eyes 

staring back at us. I searched for signs of 

struggle, but saw only a single hole in his 

abdomen. As we turned him over, I noticed 

three small holes in his back. When the others 

went inside to telephone the police, I slumped 

onto the grass and stared blankly at the pool, 

its crimson water slowly dispersing. 

I sat there, not wanting to leave Gatsby, 

somehow feeling at fault for letting him die 

alone. I imagined the last several minutes of 

his life as he floated in the pool, its blue tiles 

transmitting their essence to the clear water, 
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The Red Jacket is an annual student-run publication that 
focuses on the literary and artistic endeavors of Mont­
gomery College, Rockville campus students. It show­
cases the best of the creative writing (fiction and po­
etry), and art (paintings, drawings, ceramics, and pho­
tography). This volume was produced using Adobe 
PageMaker 6.5 and Adobe Photoshop 4.0.1 between 
September 2004 and March 2005. Any students taking 
classes at Montgomery College, Rockville campus, are 
welcome to submit year-round to 
redjacket@montgomerycollege.edu for consideration. 






