CITATION MLA Basics

1.  Create your Works Cited page before you start writing your essay.

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

Determine what type of source you are looking at. This is the hardest and most
important part of citation! For example, there are significant differences between
videos you watched on DVD, streaming online, or in theaters.

Use a style manual or style handbook to create the works cited entry. No one
memorizes the rules, especially since they are updated every few years to keep up
with new technology. Instead, learn how to use the style manual!

Organize your list alphabetically. If you have two authors with the same last
name, look at their first names. If you have two sources by the same author, look
at the title, and so on.

Format the list using hanging indents. This indent style requires that the first
line of the citation is left-aligned, but any additional lines are indented by % inch.

Format your essay using MLA document style.

3. Create in-text citations.

3.1

3.2

3.3.

3.4.

The first time you reference any source, either with a direct quote or a paraphrase,
you should use a signal phrase

to indicate the credibility of the  In "Sweeney's London," the cast and crew
source. For example, you of Sweeney Todd hypothesize that ...

might write:

After the first use of a source, you may choose between either signal phrases or

parenthetical citation for your in-text citations.

To determine what appears in the in-text citation, use the first piece of

information up to the first piece of punctuation from the Works Cited entry! In

most cases, this will be the author’s last name. However, in other cases, the
author is unknown. When that happens, look at your Works

/N Cited page, find your

“Sweeney's London.” Prod. Eric Young. Sweeney Todd: source, read left-to-right,
The Demon Barber of Fleet Strest. Dir. Tim and stop when you reach a
Burton. DreamWoarks, 2007, DVD. Disc 2. piece of punctuation.

For print sources, you will always need to include a page number in the
parenthetical citation. While a signal phrase can include names and titles, it
generally cannot include a page number. In that case, you could use a signal
phrase to introduce the source and include parenthetical citation with the page
number.
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