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Leggett Applauds Council’s Vote to Advance MC’s RISE Zone Application, Designation
Awaits State Approval

At the request of County Executive Ike Leggett, the Montgomery County Council has
unanimously approved a resolution in support of a Regional Institution Strategic Enterprise
(RISE) Zone designation for Montgomery College’s Germantown campus. RISE Zones are a
State of Maryland economic development program that spurs business development near

qualified higher education institution or nonprofits through tax credits aimed at key industries.

“I appreciate the Council’s strong support of this designation, which will be a win for the
County, the College and the State of Maryland,” said County Executive Ike Leggett. “RISE Zone
will help us better realize our vision for Upcounty and Montgomery College as an economic

engine.”

“This is perfect timing to designate the RISE Zone for PIC MC as the campus looks to take off
as a destination for businesses and jobs for the greater Germantown and Upcounty area,” said
Lily Q1i, Montgomery County’s assistant chief administrative officer for economic and workforce

development.

With the support of the County Council, the College’s application now moves forward to the
State for approval. Once the State approves the application, MC’s Germantown campus would
become the first designated RISE Zone in Montgomery County and the fourth RISE Zone in the
State of Maryland.


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNzI1LjkyOTc2MzcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDcyNS45Mjk3NjM3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjkyODIyJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWFyY3VzLnJvc2Fub0Btb250Z29tZXJ5Y29sbGVnZS5lZHUmdXNlcmlkPW1hcmN1cy5yb3Nhbm9AbW9udGdvbWVyeWNvbGxlZ2UuZWR1JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/news

The RISE Zone builds on the long-standing partnership between Montgomery College and
Montgomery County Government to develop the Pinkney Innovation Complex for Science and
Technology (PIC MC) on the College’s Germantown campus with the goal of stimulating
economic development in targeted industries and facilitating the integration of job growth and
workforce development. The RISE Zone will be part of a growing ecosystem in the greater
Germantown area to further the County’s workforce and economic development partnership with
Holy Cross Hospital that anchors PIC MC, the Germantown Innovation Center and the College’s

Bioscience Education Center.

“Montgomery College is grateful for the unanimous support of the Montgomery County Council
in this important step in the RISE Zone application process,” said Acting Montgomery College
President Stephen Cain. “The Council’s support advances the College’s efforts to increase
economic opportunity in our County by connecting employers, education and training in one
location—PIC MC. The approval of the RISE Zone will help the College attract innovative
employers in targeted industry sectors who are eager to leverage connections to MC to grow

local businesses and provide opportunities to students.”

With the future RISE Zone designation and the recent designation of Opportunity Zone, a federal
program that attracts investments to low-income areas, the College is seeking a development
partner for a multi-tenant building that will include wet lab space and office space for early stage
companies. The RISE Zone tax credits are targeted at the County’s strategic industries and the
signature curricula of the Germantown campus: biosciences, cyber security, information

technology, and emerging technology.
For more information about the RISE Zone program, visit the State’s website.
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