Athenaeum Symposia Named

in Honor of Frank Islam

Frank Islam is the chairman and CEO of Fl Investment Group LLC
(FIG), an investment firm he founded in 2007 after selling his
information technology company, QSS Group, for $300 million.
Anoted philanthropist, entrepreneur, and author, Islam generously
provided a grant to the Montgomery College Foundation to support
the 2013-2014 Athenaeum Symposia.
He has authored two books, Renewing the American Dream and
Working the Pivot Points: To Make America Work Again, which will
be released in October. He is a regular contributor to the Huffington
Post, Indian Express, Economics Times, and India Abroad. In
addition, he hosts a TV show, “Washington Current Review,” on MHz
Networks. A well-known philanthropist, Islam and his wife founded
the Frank Islam and Debbie Driesman Foundation in 2007 to
support educational, cultural, and artistic causes worldwide.
Mr. Islam serves on numerous boards, committees, and panels,
including those of educational institutions, such as the University of
Maryland’s Robert H. Smith School of Business; American University;
University of Technology, Malaysia; George Mason University
School of Management; and Johns Hopkins University School of
Advanced International Studies. He also serves on the International
Advisory Council of the United States Institute for Peace (USIP); the
Department of Commerce Industry Trade Advisory Committee; and
the Maryland Governor’s International Advisory Committee. He holds
aBSand MS in computer science from the University of Colorado.
His website is www.ffislam.com.
“Community colleges are pivotal to the future of America, and
Montgomery College, through opportunities like the Athenaeum
Symposia, is playing a significant role in creating the next
generation of leaders for America. Through our foundation grant,
my wife, Debbie Driesman, and | recognize that education happens
inside and outside the classroom and that for students to be
successful in the workplace and in the competitive global market,
they will need to be lifelong learners about international affairs,
global peace, social issues, economics, the arts, and politics.”

—Frank Islam

For more information about the Athenaeum Symposia Spring 2014 Speaker Series,
e-mail joan.naake@montgomerycollege.edu or visit
http;//cms.montgomerycollege.edu/athenaeum

Montgomery College is an academic institution committed to equal opportunity.
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Timely, stimulating topics delivered by today’s leading
experts in international affairs, the arts, politics, and
€conomics
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Germantown Campus



FRANK ISLAM ATHENAEUM SYMPOSIA

SPRING 2014 SERIES

Timely, stimulating topics delivered by today’s leading experts in international affairs, the arts, politics, and economics

BILL PRESS
Tuesday, February 11, 7:00 p.m.
"CAN ANYBODY SAVE WASHING-

Syndicated columnist, political talk show host, and best-selling
author, Bill Presswill address the present stagnation and chaos
of Washington DC, especially the United States Congress.
He will explore the possibility of a middle ground between
Republicans and Democrats on the hill and analyze whether
President Obama is too bold or too timid.

Bill Press is host of The Bill Press Show, a nationally syndicated
radio show airing weekdays across the country. He attends
the daily White House press briefing where he tweets live and
writes a syndicated newspaper column distributed weekly by
Tribune Media Services. For over two decades, Press has
stood in the line of fire, debating heated national issues. He
has authored several books, including his latest: The Obama
Hate Machine: The Lies, Distortions, and Personal Attacks on
the President—And Who Is Behind Them. He has also worked
as a political commentator for CNN and MSNBC and co-
hosted Crossfire with Tucker Carlson.

PAUL MONTEIRO
. & Distinguished Panel of Interfaith
"~ Leaders
Wednesday, February 26, 7:00 p.m.
INTERFAITH DIALOGUE—ITS
SIGNIFICANCE IN PUBLIC POLICY &
THE WHITE HOUSE

Paul Monteiro, Director in the White House Office of Public
Engagement and Intergovernmental Affairs, will describe his
interfaith outreach efforts and the dialogue between faith
communities and the forming of public policy in the Obama
administration.

On stage with Monteiro will be a distinguished panel of
interfaith leaders: Rabbi Gerald Serotta, Executive Director of
Clergy Beyond Borders and former Chair of the Board of
Chaplains at George Washington University; ImanYahya Hendi,
Muslim Chaplain at Georgetown University and Founder and
President of Clergy Beyond Borders; Reverend Wilson Gunn,
General Presbyter, National Capital Presbytery; and Reverend
Dr. Stephanie J. Nagley, Rector of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church.
The distinguished panel and Paul Monteiro will discuss their
faith traditions and the potential for religion to enhance the
possibilities of peace and the elimination of poverty
and inequality.

LISA CROOMS
Wednesday, March 26, 7:00 p.m.

USING HUMAN RIGHTS TO ADVANCE
OUR COMMON HUMANITY

Director of the Constitutional Law Center, Associate Dean of
Academic Affairs, and Professor of Law at Howard University School
of Law, Lisa Crooms will explore human rights, both national and
international, and she willcomment on The Immortal Life of
Henrietta Lacks—the One Book Germantown selection for spring
2014.

Dean Crooms is an expert on Constitutional, Gender, and
International Human Rights Law. She is a Fulbright Scholar, having
researched the relationship between gender, violence, and law in
the construction of Jamaican post-independence national identity.
One of her most significant articles is entitled The Future of the
United States Commission on Civil Rights, in which she argues for
the expansion of the Commission to include Human Rights. Dean
Crooms also participated in a distinguished panel testifying be-
fore the Congressional Black Caucus on Race in America.

SHEILA KAY ADAMS
Wednesday, April 2, 7:00 p.m.

BALLAD SINGING, STORYTELLING, AND
BANJO PERFORMANCE

Sheila Kay Adams, one of nine individuals to receive the 2013
National Heritage Fellowship from the National Endowment for the
Arts, will demonstrate her signature drop-thumb style claw-hammer
skills on the five-string banjo, her Appalachian storytelling, and
ballad singing for an unforgettable evening of North Carolina folk
traditions.

A seventh-generation ballad singer, storyteller, and musician, Sheila
Kay Adams was born and raised in Madison County, North Carolina,
an area renowned for its unbroken tradition of unaccompanied
singing dating back to the early Scots and English settlers of the
mid-17%" century. She made musical appearances in the 1992 film
Last of the Mohicans and was technical advisor and singing coach
for the movie Songcatcher. She is also the acclaimed author of two
books: Come Go HomeW,ith Me, a collection of short stories drawn
from life in Madison County, and My Old True Love, a novel of love
and family in the Civil-War era of Madison County.

NOOR—Screening of Drama

Written by Akbar Ahmed and Directed by
Manjula Kumar

Followed by Distinguished Panel: Director,
I Actors, and Philanthropist Frank Islam

Monday, April 14, 7:00 p.m.

Noor is a two-act play about the abduction of a young woman
named Noor and her three brothers who represent currents
inside modern Muslim communities: a Sufi, a secular government
bureaucrat, and an angry fundamentalist. Noor was written by
Dr. Akbar Ahmed, chair of Islamic Studies at American University,
Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institute, and First Distinguished
Chair of Middle East and Islamic Studies at the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. He has taught at Princeton, Harvard, and Cambridge
Universities and has been called “the world’s leading authority on
contemporary Islam.”

Author of over a dozen award-winning books, he recently
completed The Thistle and the Drone: How America’s War on
Terror Became a Global War on Tribal Islam.

Following the screening of Noor, Manjula Kumar, director of Noor
and Program Director at the Smithsonian Institution, will lead a
panel discussion of this significant drama.

CHARLES WILLIAMS

Accompanied by Betty Bullock, formerly
of the Washington Opera

Wednesday, April 30, 7:00 p.m.

OPERA, THE AMERICAN SONG BOOK,
and POETRY OF LANGSTON HUGHES

Renowned international singer, Charles Williams will sing two
selections from Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess; he performed the
role of Sportin’ Life at the Metropolitan Opera. In addition, he
will sing some favorites from the American Song Book and recite
the poetry of Langston Hughes.

Charles Williams made his opera debut at the Festival of Two
Worlds in Spoleto, Italy. He has acted and sung in theatres and
opera houses in Munich, Berlin, Hamburg, Zurich, and Vienna. He
has also performed at Carnegie Hall, The Barns at Wolf Trap, The
Smithsonian, and the Kennedy Center. He toured Europe as a cast
member and vocal coach of The Temptation of St. Anthony,
which was performed at the Paris Opera and at festivals in
Melbourne and Warsaw. In March, Charles will end a two-year
world tour performing in the ground-breaking opera Einstein on
the Beach composed by Philip Glass and directed by Robert
Wilson.



