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The Problem
• Students not feeling engaged and part of a

community in an online learning environment
• Students being robotic in their discussion posts

rather than engaging with material in a meaningful
way.

• Students not properly applying course concepts



My Course

● Online – asynchronous
● Z Course 
● 7 weeks

● Discussion boards, writing 
assignments, exams.

Media Link Assignment

SOCY208: Sociology of Gender My Strategy



Step 1
Students are 

assigned a module 
topic

Media Link Assignment

Step 2
Students find a 

current event or topic 
that relates to that 

module

Step 3
Students writes up a 

brief analysis (2-3 
paragraphs) 

explaining the event 
and how it relates to 
the module, applying 

concepts



Step 4
Instead of submitting 

this assignment to 
me only, students 

post this to a 
dedicated discussion 

forum

Media Link Assignment (Continued)

Step 5
Students ask further 

questions for peers to 
respond to.

Step 6
Every student needs 
to respond to one of 

these posts each 
week (except when 

submitting)



Examples 



Modeling expectations for 
Students





Scholarship



Goals and Scholarship

Engagement

Teach Students How to Learn: 
Strategies you can incorporate into
any course to improve student
metacognition, study skills, and
motivation

by Saundra McGuire and Stephanie McGuire

Ownership

Creating Wicked Students:
Designing Courses for a 

Complex World
by Paul Hanstedt

EmpowermentMeta-Cognition



Assessment



18 
posts

91 
replies

58 
concepts



Keep

• Authoring of Discussion 
posts and questions

Self-Evaluation

Change

• Not the best for 7 week
course – too many
students in one week

• Make sure instructions are
clear

• Make more visual



My Teaching

• Need to work on presentation of 
assignments

• Need to find more ways to model 
work and set students up for 
success (eg modeling)

Self-Evaluation

My Students

• Creative and like to share their
own examples and interests

• Thoughtful and considerate

• Thrive when given opportunity



Final Thoughts
● Reflection on teaching

● Getting into the mindset of students
● Materials

● Community and Practice



Thank you!
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