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What Was the Purpose of the Intervention?

• Purpose Statement

 The purpose of this intervention was to successfully implement a 
strategy that results in an increase in the qualitative performance of 
student work on the discussion section of the content analytic research 
study final project. 





Use of the Scholarly Literature

FOR VIRTUAL RELATIONSHIPS, INCREASE PERSONALIZATION.                                 
Bowen, J. A. (2021). Teaching change: How to develop independent thinkers using relationships, 
resilience, and reflection. Johns Hopkins University Press.

FOR VIRTUAL RELATIONSHIPS, SUPPLEMENT GENERIC CONTENT.                                 
Bowen, J. A. (2021). Teaching change: How to develop independent thinkers using relationships, 
resilience, and reflection. Johns Hopkins University Press.

ENGAGE IN REFLECTION ON MY OWN CLASSROOM.                      
Agarwal, P. K., & Bain, P. M. (2019). Powerful teaching: Unleash the science of learning. Jossey-
Bass.



What Strategy Did I Implement?
 The strategy I implemented is a multidimensional strategy that involved applying 

selected recommendations (N=11) from the scholarly literature discussed during 
this fellowship to the final project’s 9 learning objectives.   

 These recommendations were used to revise the culminating final project, which 
was 15% of the final grade for students in six FA23 courses.

 Context: The culminating final project was an existing successful assignment in 
FA22 with the vast majority of students in four courses earning an A or B on the 
assignment overall.  However, although the most important part of the final 
project, the discussion section, reflected adequate completion by students, 
excellence as reflected by complexity, creativity, and clear critical thinking 
appeared lacking.



Fall 2022                      Fall 2023
 Before  After

Applied to Achieve Learning Objective #3

 Learn and understand the meaning of each 
positive emotion included in the feeling wheel

 Students were assigned the “popular 
culture” feeling wheel to generate the 
conceptual framework for their study.

Applied to Achieve Learning Objective #4

 Gain Knowledge of the Content Analysis 
Research Design

 Generic content about the content analysis 
research design was provided.

Applied to Achieve Learning Objective #3

 Learn and understand the meaning of each positive 

emotion included in the feeling wheel

Independent Variable:

Personalization was increased with students 

personally selecting from three feeling wheels to 

generate the conceptual framework for their study.

Applied to Achieve Learning Objective #4

 Gain Knowledge of the Content Analysis Research 

Design

Independent Variable:

Generic content about the content analysis 

research design was supplemented with student-

selected content of personal interest. 



Learning Objective #3: Learn and Understand the Meaning 
of Each Positive Emotion Included in the Feeling Wheel

 The Popular 

Culture 

Feeling Wheel



Learning Objective #3: Learn and Understand the Meaning 
of Each Positive Emotion Included in the Feeling Wheel

 The All the 

Feelz Feeling 

Wheel



Learning Objective #3: Learn and Understand the Meaning 
of Each Positive Emotion Included in the Feeling Wheel

 The Original 

“Wilcox” 

Feeling           

Wheel



Learning Objective #4: Gain Knowledge                
of the Content Analysis Research Design



Was the Aimed Outcome Achieved?

 The Research Question: I focused on my key research question, which was 
“To what extent, if any, was the multidimensional strategy impactful on the top 
25% of students’ qualitative performance on the discussion section of their final 
projects, as measured on four dimensions: (1) explanation of results;                   
(2) proposed intervention, (3) synthesis, and (4) suggestions for future 
research?

 Evaluation: The excellence of the discussion section of the final project of the 
top 25% students of students in four FA22 courses and six FA23 courses was 
assessed. The population (N=188) included 188 students and 10 courses.  The 
sample (n=47) used to evaluate the efficacy of the multidimensional strategy 
included 47 students, the top 25% of students in FA 22 and FA23 courses. 
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THANK YOU Joan
and SET colleagues!

DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS?

Contact Me

Nichole Gibbs Thomas, Ph.D.

Email:  Nichole.Thomas@MontgomeryCollege.edu
DrGibbsThomas@gmail.com

mailto:Nichole.Thomas@MontgomeryCollege.edu





