
Shinta Hernandez

March 2019

CCCOER-OEC and SUNY Webinar

United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals Open 

Pedagogy Faculty Fellowship



Overview
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• Introduction to Montgomery College

• UN SDG Open Pedagogy Faculty Fellowship

• Q & A



By the Numbers
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• 2-year public community 

college in Montgomery County, 

Maryland

• 3 campuses + online

• 500 FT faculty, 950 PT faculty

• 54,000 students from 165 

countries

• The Chronicle of Higher Ed:  

MC ranked #1 most diverse CC 

in continental U.S.
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Cost Savings Student Learning Social Justice

Our Journey toward Open Pedagogy



Summer 2018 Faculty Fellowship
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• Co-led with Dr. Michael Mills, Vice President of E-

Learning, Innovation, and Teaching Excellence (ELITE)

• Objectives:

1. Place students at the center of their learning process

2. Engage students in more engaging, authentic, and 

collaborative learning environment

3. Have students become active agents of change using United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDG) 

framework to achieve global justice

4. Freely share assignments and projects with the world to 

increase access to high quality education (UN SDG #4)
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Requirements of Faculty Fellowship 2018
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• Call for applications during Open Ed Week, and faculty 

selections announced in April 2018

• Interdisciplinary and intercampus faculty teams tackle at 

least one common SDG – 15 faculty fellows in 7 teams 

across 12 disciplines in 16 courses with 570+ students

• Four mandatory Summer 2018 meetings, including 

faculty presentations at the final meeting

• Three renewable assignments, two of their choosing to 

be deployed in Fall 2018 courses

• Student showcase in Spring 2019



MC UN SDG Open Pedagogy Faculty 
Fellowship Website
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https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/offices/elite/unesco/


Spanish-Chemistry Assignment –
Responsible Consumption SDG #12
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Spanish-Chemistry Student Project –
Responsible Consumption SDG #12
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Psychology-ELAP Assignment –
Good Health and Well-Being SDG #3
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Psychology-ELAP Student Project –
Good Health and Well-Being SDG #3
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https://youtu.be/TbndDVYn1PU


Biology-Sociology Assignment –
Reduced Inequalities SDG #10
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Biology-Sociology Student Project –
Reduced Inequalities SDG #10
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https://youtu.be/3ycDNmTGnIE


Biology-Sociology Assignment –
Reduced Inequalities SDG #10
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Biology-Sociology Student Project –
Reduced Inequalities SDG #10

16

https://youtu.be/4Y01IEpLRzM


Student and Faculty Testimonials
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• “I learned so much watching those documentaries… I’ve 

started a compost in my office and I’m reducing the 

amount of plastic waste I use” (SPAN student)

• “Not only has my personal behavior changed, but my 

career path also changed… I’m still a communications 

major, but now I want to work in the communications 

department of an environmental organization… to help 

protect the planet that I love so much” (SPAN student)

• “This fellowship took me out of my comfort zone… It was 

an exciting and enriching experience to team up with 

someone in sociology…” (BIOL professor)



What’s on the Horizon?
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• Summer 2019 Faculty Fellowship

1. Summer 2019 meetings

2. Fall 2019 assignments

3. Spring 2020 student showcase

• Partnership with Kwantlen Polytechnic University 

(Dr. Rajiv Jhangiani)

• MC and KPU faculty teams



Many Thanks…
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• David Wiley’s Open Ed Conferences (October 2017 

and October 2018)

• Una Daly and Quill West – CCCOER Webinar 

(November 2018)

• Dr. Rajiv Jhangiani – United Nations OpenCon 2018 

(October 2018) and CCCOER Webinar (February 

2019)



Resources

20

• UN SDG Open Pedagogy Faculty Fellowship

https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/offices/elite/un

esco/

• MC Open

https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/academics/mc-

open/

https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/offices/elite/unesco/
https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/academics/mc-open/


Contact Information
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• Professor Shinta Hernandez, Department Chair

Shinta.Hernandez@montgomerycollege.edu

@profhernandez2

• Dr. Michael Mills, Vice President of ELITE

Michael.Mills@montgomerycollege.edu

@drmichaelmills

mailto:Shinta.Hernandez@montgomerycollege.edu
mailto:Michael.Mills@montgomerycollege.edu
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