Transition Planning Suggestions

 For Students and Parents of Students with Disabilities 

Who Expect to Attend College

It is imperative that students with disabilities understand the nature of the disability and the impact that the disability can have in an academic setting, Therefore, students should be part of the IEP/Transition Plan and testing results/recommendations should be explained to student as well as to parents.

Parents should request in writing that a complete psycho-education evaluation be completed as part of the Transition Plan.

Students should assemble a portfolio of legible copies of all relevant documentation.

Students should be familiar with assessment results, appropriate accommodations, and their individual learning styles. They should know how to read, take notes, study, etc., based on their learning strengths.

Students should not feel intimidated or ashamed of a disability.

Students should know when they need assistance and to ask for help that is appropriate in a college/university setting.

Parents should help students set realistic goals and develop appropriate educational plans.

Students should understand the differences between services in K-12 and those in a postsecondary setting. They need to understand what is considered a reasonable accommodation and their responsibility in obtaining accommodations. 

Generally, students should enroll in English courses, which develop writing skills, math courses through algebra, and as many content courses (history, general science) as possible so that they have the necessary background required for college courses.

Students should develop independent study and learning strategies. If a student is weak in these areas, it is suggested that “Achieving Academic Success” (ACAD 100) is taken either concurrently or during the first college semester.

Students should plan to attend the Orientation program at the college of choice. It provides the student with a brief overview of the campus and its culture.
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