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At her home in Bethesda, Md., Connie Morella looks over a wall of memorabilia commemorating events and notable acquaintances throughout her career.

THE ELEGANT ENVOY

A Visit with
Connie Morella

BY STEVE SIMON

As you arrive to meet with Constance Morella—
former U.S. ambassador, congresswoman,
state delegate, Montgomery College profes-
sor, and current visiting fellow at Harvard
University—you wonder whether you should
properly address her as “Ambassador Morella,”
“Congresswoman Morella,” “Professor
Morella” (for old time's sake)...or what?

But, when you enter the warmth of the
Bethesda home where she and her husband
Tony have lived for more than 40 years, you
can't help but greet her simply as “Connie.”
Three decades in politics with an extraordinary
reputation for stellar and uncharacteristically
personal constituent service will do that.

The first thing that strikes you about “Connie”
is that despite all of her career experiences—

o

including her past four years in Paris, serving
as the U.S. Ambassador to the Organization for
Economic Development—she has not changed
one bit. Still warm, cheerful, thoughtful, humble
and jovial.

This May, Professor/Congresswoman/Ambass-
ador Morella returns to MC to deliver the
commencement address to the 2008 graduat-
ing class and to receive an honorary degree
from President Brian Johnson and the Board
of Trustees.

Recently, we asked her to look back on her
political career, on her days as an MC pro-
fessor, and on what it was like raising nine
children—her own three and six nieces and
nephews after her sister’s 1976 death from
breast cancer.



